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USD student goes Down Under with Oprah

Photo Courtesy Avalon Middleton

Sophomore Avalon Middleton (left center) attends a luncheon on Dec. 13 in Sydney, Austr&lia, with Oprah (right) during a 10-day trip for
Oprah's UltimateViewers.

By Bianca Bruno
USD student Avalon Middleton was
chosen to attend a special taping of "The
Oprah Winfrey Show" and came away
with far more than she ever expected. As
a sophomore double majoring in English
and theater, Middleton was part of a
group of 302 viewers selected to visit
Australia with Oprah. The trip, Oprah's
Ultimate Australian Adventure, was
from Dec. 5 to 15, 2010, and included
eight days of sightseeing and two days
of travel.
In September of last year,
Middleton's mom, Priscilla Nelson,
was browsing the Oprah website and
discovered the Ultimate Viewer essay
contest. The contest asked participants
to write about why they, or someone
they knew, was an Ultimate Viewer.
Middleton's mom shared the story of

how the two of them had watched Oprah
together for a long time, saying it was
something they had bonded over. She
also shared how Middleton started a
club at her high school called Teenagers
Against Prejudice after watching an
"Oprah" episode on bullying.
A week after submitting the essay,
Nelson received a call from a producer
asking if she and her daughter could fly
to Chicago to attend a taping on Sept. 9,
2010. Middleton said she almost didn't
go to the show because she had to miss
two days of school, but because she
wouldn't have another opportunity to
go, she and her mother decided to take
the trip. Middleton explained that she
didn't know what the show was about,
but she assumed it would be something
bi-sbecause all of the audience members
were Ultimate Viewers.
"We found out it was the season
premiere of the final
season when

she walked out with John Travolta,"
Middleton said, "but the announcement
[about the trip to Australia] wasn't until
the end of the show."
Immediately following the taping,
the audience reviewed the details of
the trip and signed paperwork. Parts
of the contract prohibited the Ultimate
Viewers from talking about the show
until it aired, and also notified the
participants that they would be subject to
background checks. The show was taped
on a Thursday, and it aired the following
Monday, Sept. 13.
As soon as Middleton found out
about the trip, she arranged with her
professors to take her finals
early.
Although she was anxious about
potentially missing exams, Middleton
found her professors to be very
accommodating.
"I personally was worried about
school, but professors here were really

helpful and understanding," she said.
Middleton corresponded with the
show's producers several times prior to
the trip, filling out questionnaires about
what she wanted to do while in Australia.
The producers even called to ask what
she was most afraid of, and Middleton
replied, "Helicopters, no question about
it." When she received the itinerary for
ther trip, she found a surprise.
"I get my itinerary and the first thing
it says is a five-hour helicopter ride over
the Great Ocean Road," she said. Oprah
wanted to challenge all of her Ultimate
Viewers to do something outside of
their comfort zones. Many people faced
their fears of heights or of water by
climbing the Sydney Harbour Bridge
and snorkeling in the Great Barrier Reef.
Middleton then spent three days in
Melbourne on a group excursion. The
group visited an animal sanctuary where
they could pet koalas, wombats, dingos
and platypuses. Middleton explained
that her favorite experience was feeding
a kangaroo.
"There was one that was far away,
and the trainer told me she was really
shy," she said. "I crouched down and
fed her, and she kissed my hand. It was
pretty incredible."
While on the excursion, Middleton
was able to personally meet Oprah,
Oprah's best friend Gayle King and actor
Hugh Jackman. Middleton and Jackman
both stayed at the Intercontinental hotel
in Sydney, which is where they met.
Middleton explained that Jackman gave
her a hug and a kiss on the cheek.
At the Sydney Welcome party,
Middleton met King while she was
on the red carpet. King stopped to
ask Middleton what her tattoo said,
later complimenting her on it. One of
the highlights, however, was when
Middleton met Oprah herself. "I got
a hug from Oprah," she said. "It was
very brief, but afterwards I remember
thinking, 'I just got hugged from one of
the most powerful women in the world.'"
Amidst all of the travel and
excitement, Middleton said the best part
of the whole experience was walking
away with new friendships. "It was
amazing meeting the other Ultimate
Viewers because many of them had
some really inspiring stories."

Tiger Mom
strikes up
controversy

Lauren Millslagle/The Vista

By Katelyn Montero
Perhaps the fastest way to stir up
a controversial, heated debate today is
to mention the name Amy Chua. Au
thor of the book "Battle Hymn of the
Tiger Mother," Chua's philosophies on
parenting have sent both children and
parents alike into a state of hysteria.

See TIGER, Page 7

Decemberists
drop new
album

Capitol Records

Bazaar
livens up
the UC

Lambda Chi Alpha poses for charity

By Ben Burmeister
I recall my eighth grade self
hunched over a PC, foraging for scraps
of music in the growing blogosphere
and coming upon The Decemberists
and their song "The Engine Driver."
I was not immediately engrossed as
much as intrigued by its obscurity.
Frontman Colin Meloy has an oddly
frank voice that borders on nasal
and is juxtaposed with his literary,

By Sara Johnson
Dead hours are not necessarily a
quiet time on USD's campus. Almost
130 student groups, organizations and
sports clubs congregated inside the UC
Forums on Tuesday to share information
about how to get involved on campus.
The Alcala Bazaar has become an
important biannual event at the start
of each semester, offering students a
venue to learn more about academic
clubs, Greek life and professional
groups. This semester was the first time
that the Bazaar was held indoors. Staff
members in the Student Leadership and
Involvement Center said they received
positive student feedback about the
change.
"We received a lot of good feedback
from students," said Jason Schreiber,
Director of Student Activities. "They

See ALBUM, Page 13

Starbucks to
unveil new
brand logo

See BAZAAR, Page 2

Hailey Means/The Vista

By Annie Ferriera
Courtesy Lambda Chi Alpha

Adam Sandler. At the end of the movie,
Sandler and his fellow firefighters cre
ate a charity calendar in support of
AIDS research.

In early January, Starbucks CEO
Howard Schultz announced that the in
ternational coffee chain would launch
a redesign logo in March on the com
pany's 40th birthday. The famous logo,
featuring a green siren in the center
with the words "Starbucks Coffee"

See LAMBDA, Page 2

See LOGO, Page 4

ABOVE: Sophomore Carder Lamb lounges by the Sports Center Pool for the Lambda Chi Alpha charity calendar.
BELOW: Seniors Kelsey Chase, Julian Manos, JustinTyner, Peter Larr, Parker Roth and Andrew Archy pose in the IPJ reflection pool.

By Gabrielle Obeji
Alexandra Nelson/The Vista

Members of The Climbing Club advertise
their upcoming events at the Alcala Bazaar
in the UC Forums onTuesday, Feb. 1.

The Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity
highlight their philanthropy efforts and
model their good looks in their second
annual charity calendar. The calendar

IN THIS ISSUE

raises money for the Student Technolo
gy Exchange Program, which provides
access to technology for lower income
students, families and communities.
The original idea for the calendar
was inspired by the movie "I Now Pro
nounce You Chuck and Larry," starring
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Turmoil in Egypt continues
Protesters organize "March of Millions" afterextreme violence on "Day of Wrath"
J A N U A R Y 9011
1

January 25:
Egyptians swarm
the streets and
clash with police in
a "Day ofWrath."

A c t i v i s t s c a l l for a n uprising in Egypt t o protest against poverty, unemployment,
government corruption and the rule of authoritarian president Hosni Mubarak.

January 28:
Murabak extends a
curfew throghout the
country and orders
tanks and troops to
try to quell the
demonstrations.

January 29:
Murabak sacks his
cabinet but refuses
to step down.

February 1:
Egypt's central bank says
the country's banks will
remain closed for a third
day amid protests. More
than 200,000 Egyptians
rally in Cairo for the
"March of Millions."
Natalie Kunstadter/TheVista

By Andres Barraza
Class of 2010

Egyptians forming a human chain to
protect Muslim protesters praying
amidst the heavy police presence.
Mubarak attempted to set a
nationwide curfew, but it has been
Anti-establishment
protests defied daily by protesters who remain
against the governments of Egypt and in the streets well into the night.
Yemen have sparked riots in Egypt
Reuters reported that government
that quickly escalated into violence officials shut off Internet and cellular
after live ammunition was reportedly phone services in the cities in an
used on protesters. An Associated effort to thwart protest organizers.
Press video depicts a young man being This comes after media outlets like
shot in the streets.
CNN and The New York Times
Egyptian state media reported cited social networking sites, Twitter
that President Hosni Mubarak, who and Facebook, as vital outlets for
has held office for 30 years, ordered
protesters' communication. In the past,
the deployment of military units to opposition rallies in Iran and Tunisia
combat protests in Cairo, Suez and have been organized through social
Alexandria. Protesters were pelted networking media. Reuters reported
with rubber bullets, tear gas and that shutting off access to these sites
water cannons. In addition, Al-Jazeera also makes it increasingly difficult for
reported the presence of plain-clothed journalists on the ground to produce
police officers beating protesters and accurate reports, since they are being
making widespread arrests.
singled-out by government officials
Initial demonstrations began last and police.
week, as Egyptians witnessed the
A BBC correspondent was
success of Tunisia's calls for a change allegadly beaten by police and
in leadership, and have been increasing continued to report live from the
in size and strength as President scene with bandages on his head and a
Mubarak refuses to cede power. The blood-soaked shirt. Opposition leaders
New York Times reported that the and demonstrators slated Friday as the
massive organized demonstrations "Day of Wrath," as many Egyptians
began immediately following noon had never witnessed violence on that
prayers on Friday, as protesters scale in the recent past.
poured out into the streets by the tens
Al-Jazeera said that protest
of thousands. The crowds chanted, organizers planned a "March of
mostly
through
the
"Down with the regime," and, "Wake Millions,"
and word of mouth,
up, wake up son of my country. Come use of fliers
down Egyptians." Images from The which is intended to be a peaceful
New York Times depicted Christian demonstration.

A nutritional case

study: avocado

By Bernadette Smith
If there's one food in the world I
cannot get enough of, it's most certainly
avocado. This little fruit packs a great
punch for hair, skin and brain health.
Besides its great taste and malleable
texture, it also has a long history of
growing in the Americas.
According
to
Avocado.org,
avocados originated in south-central
Mexico several thousand years ago, and
were cultivated by a variety of southcentral American cultures such as the
Incas and the Aztecs. The Spanish
conquistadors played an important role
in the rising popularity of avocados
until they were introduced to the U.S.
through a crop grown in 1871.
Growers found California to be an
ideal place for avocados to proliferate
and as a result, the fruit became
increasingly commoditized in the
1900s. Avocado.org further explains
that among a variety of 25 types, the
Hass avocado is the most popular
California variety today. The fruit is
grown year-round, and, interestingly,
San Diego County alone produces 60
percent of all of California's avocado
crop.
When choosing an avocado at
a market, locally grown is always
best. Fortunately for us San Diegans,
we have an overabundant supply of
avocados readily available, which
means we can be a bit more choosy.
Selecting good avocados takes a little
planning, simply to make sure the
ripening time is right. Avocados that
feel stiff or firm are not ripe and will
require anywhere from three to five
days to ripen fully. Fruits that are softer
and feel squishy to the touch are ripe
and ready for eating.
About one-fourth of a whole

avocado is considered to be one
serving size (but we all know a heaping
pile of fresh guacamole is just far too
irresistible). While avocado is indeed a
high calorie food (packing about 200
to 250 calories per fruit) the important
consideration is the type of calories it
contains.
You have probably heard a
lot about the negative health risks
associated
with
saturated
fats,
especially in terms of heart disease.
Saturated fats have a chemical
structure that allows them to line up
adjacently like puzzle pieces, which
means they can be digested quickly
and easily. Unsaturated fats, however,
also known as polyunsaturated and
monounsaturated fats, have a slightly
more complex structure that requires
more space. This increased complexity
demands more time and energy
investment from the stomach in order
to be digested.
Avocados contain a very small
amount of saturated fat - about three
to five grams per avocado - which is
permissible in any healthy diet. The
vast majority of the fat content in
avocados is unsaturated, about 20 to
25 grams per fruit. This unsaturated fat
will leave you fuller for longer and will
leave you feeling more satisfied (as
compared to saturated fats or refined
sugars). In addition, these fats are
full of omega-3s, which are vital for
proper brain cell and neurotransmitter
development.
In celebration of one of my
favorite foods, avocado, try making a
bit of my own zesty guacamole recipe:

Ingredients
3 California Hass avocados
2 cloves of garlic minced
1 lemon
1 tsp balsamic vinegar
VA tsp cayenne pepper
16 red onion
VA jar of Pace Picante sauce

Directions
Scoop and mash the avocado fruit.
Mince the garlic and dice the onion.
Squeeze the lemon juice into the
avocado mixture and add all remaining
ingredients. Allow to sit for 10 minutes
to let flavors mix. Eat and enjoy.

White House officials are faced
with a difficult diplomatic situation.
Protesters are demanding a more
democratic state and Mubarak's
resignation, yet Mubarak is a crucial
U.S. ally in the Arab world. In a
statement posted by The New York
Times, Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton asked Egyptian
officials to "restrain the security
forces," "allow peaceful protest" and
"reverse the unprecedented steps it has
taken to cut off communications." Sec.
Clinton also called out to Egyptians,
asking them to remain peaceful in
their fight for political reform.
President Mubarak has attempted
to reconcile with protesters by
appointing a vice president, Omar
Suleiman, former chief of Egypt's
foreign intelligence agency. Mubarak
ordered
Suleiman
to
organize
peace talks with opposition leaders,
according to The New York Times.
The New York Times also
stated that a leader in the opposition
movement is democracy proponent
and Nobel laureate Dr. Mohamed
ElBaradei, who was hit with a police
water cannon and placed under house
arrest as violence swept across the
nation. ElBaradei, a former Director
General of the United Nations'
International Atomic Energy Agency,
recently criticized U.S. officials for
their supportive stance of the allegedly
fraudulent elections in Egypt two
months ago. The results of that
election left the opposition party with
a 3 percent stake in parliament.
According to Al-Jazeera, as the
crisis in Egypt enters the second week
people have begun to run short on
essentials like food, fuel and cash,
and most businesses and banks have
remained closed. A spokesperson for
the Egyptian army has vowed not to
fire upon the protester crowds, stating
that "freedom of expression" is a
guarantee to all citizens using peaceful
means.

Photo Courtesy Lambda ChiAlpha

Junior Austin Apramian rides a motorcycle and poses outside of the Kiosk at the West
entrance to campus.

Charity calendar
raises money for kids
LAMBDA, continued from Front Page
"It hit me right there," said Lambda
Chi member and the calendar's cre
ator, senior Jared Barris. "I thought,
how cool would it be to do an allmale model calendar for our guys.
Once I proposed it to my former
pledge teacher, Kelsey Chase, he
looked me dead in the eye and said,
'Do it.' Then the calendar process
was underway."
Last year's calendar raised
$2,500 in sales, $1,000 of which
went directly to S.T.E.P. The Lamb
da Chi's hope to increase sales this
year to reach a goal of $4,000.
The Lambda Chi's have a close
connection to S.T.E.P. beyond just
their annual donation. "I chose this
charity because not only was it start
ed by a fellow USD student and fel
low fraternity brother, Zach Flati, but
I believe we live in a world based in
electronics," Barris said. "In order to
compete in and contribute to the 21st
century, computers are a great initial
step."
Last year's calendar attracted a
lot of attention from the USD com
munity, and previous buyers are ex

cited to see what Lambda Chi has in
store for 2011.
"I bought the calendar last year,
and it has been hanging on my fridge
ever since," said senior Martha
Grabarek. "I am so excited to see the
new set of Lambda Chi models who
will decorate my apartment this up
coming year."
Lambda Chi senior model An
drew Sohr promises the 2011 calen
dar will have a whole new element of
surprise. "This calendar will feature
the USD campus like you have never
seen it before," Sohr said. "Copley
Library has never looked so sexy."
The Lambda Chi's believe the USDbased location for the photos will be
an attractive feature.
If you are interested in purchas
ing the calendar, they are now of
ficially on sale for $15, or two cal
endars for $25. Lambda Chi will be
selling them during dead hours in
front of La Paloma. In addition, pur
chasing a calendar will enter buyers
into a raffle to win a $40 gift card
to Olive Cafe in Mission Beach, a
popular breakfast place. You can also
contact the Lambda Chi calendar
sales representative, Greg Clifton,
directly at gclifton@gmail.com.

Student involvement active at Bazaar
BAZAAR, continued from Front Page
said the move inside created a better
energy and they liked the closer feel.
It was great in case we had rain or any
other inclement weather too."
By moving the Bazaar inside of the
UC, the SLIC was able to save money
and provide easier setup and breakdown
for the Bazaar tables.
Hundreds of students made their
way through the Bazaar from 11:30 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m., stopping at tables to
sign up for a range of activities from ka
rate to the Young Democrats. Browsing
was interrupted for a short time when
a fire alarm went off at 1:18 p.m., and
USD staff evacuated students from the
UC and the SLP. Students waited across
Marian Way until Public Safety gave the
okay to return to the buildings.
"I was right there when the alarm

went off," sophomore Kelsey Perry said.
"The fan above Tapenade wasn't work
ing properly and smoke started building
up. The chefs were cooking chicken,
and they stopped and said, 'The alarm's
going to go off,' and then it went off. It
was kind of funny, but we all just walked
outside after that."
After returning inside from the short
evacuation, club representatives contin
ued to distribute flyers and refreshments
to attract potential members. "I've been
visiting the Alcala Bazaar each semes
ter, and it's an incredible event," said
Amy Ubovich, a senior transfer student
and business administration major. "Be
ing a transfer student, it was the deciding
factor that prompted me to get involved
in some of the on-campus organizations
that I'm still a member of today."
Although the Bazaar is intended for
undergraduates, faculty frequently make
appearances, and graduate students of-

ten participate and are encouraged to
join groups.
"We host the Alcala Bazaar both
semesters because we know that stu
dents who get involved are happier at
USD," said Mandy Womack, Director
of Student Organizations and Greek
Life. "The Bazaar is an opportunity for
students to join clubs and get connected
with the community."
If you missed the Bazaar, students
are welcome to visit the Student In
volvement and Information Desk on the
second floor of the SLP, located outside
of Tu Mercado. The desk is staffed by
Student Involvement Consultants who
can help students decide which organi
zations and clubs will best fit their inter
ests. The consultants are all upperclassmen who are already actively involved
on campus. "We want USD to feel like
your home away from home," Womack
said.
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'They always say time changes things, but you actually have to change them yourself."
- ANDY W AR HOI.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
December 6th - January 29

-fjjjBS

DECEMBER 6, 2010

DECEMBER 22, 2010

Location: LA GRAN TERRAZA

Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS

At 5:03 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of two
individuals entering La Gran Terraza after hours and engaging
in inappropriate behavior. Upon investigation a door was found
to have been left unlocked allowing for unauthorized entrance.
The two individuals were seen on video surveillance but are
unidentified at this time. ,

At 12:58 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a suspi
cious person. Upon investigation, a female subject not affiliated
with USD was contacted outside of the University Terrace
Apartments. She appeared upset and was attempting to
contact a friend whom she believed attended USD. The subject
informed Public Safety that she had a knife in her pocket, which
was confiscated for the safety of everyone involved. The
subject was identified and advised to leave campus.

DECEMBER 12, 2010
Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA
At 1:13 a.m. Public Safety observed a group of individuals
hiding in the bushes. Upon investigation the individuals were
contacted, identified as resident students and three were found
to have been smoking marijuana. One resident student was
cited for being in the presence of marijuana.

DECEMBER 20, 2010
Location: COPLEY LIBRARY
At 4:22 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an
individual acting suspiciously. Upon investigation, a male
subject not affiliated with USD was observed removing food
items from the surrounding trash cans before entering the
library. The subject was identified and advised to leave
campus.

DECEMBER 21, 2010
Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE
At 1:50 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a fire alarm
activation. Upon investigation, a T-shirt had been placed over a
lamp and it began to catch on fire. The T-shirt was placed in a
sink and doused with water. A nearby fire extinguisher was
removed from its case, however it was not used. No injuries
were reported and there was no property damage.

JANUARY 6, 2011
Location: SAN LUIS OBISPO
At 11:23 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a possible
petty theft. Upon investigation it was determined that an
unknown person removed a power blower from the rear of an
unattended USD truck on Dec. 20 at approximately 1 p.m.

JANUARY 8, 2011
Location: PARDEE LEGAL RESEARCH CENTER
At 5:42 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a suspi
cious person. Upon investigation it was determined that a
female subject not affiliated with USD was found sleeping in the
Legal Research Center. The subject was identified and advised
that she could use the library for studying, but not as a place to
sleep.

JANUARY 22, 2011
Location: FOUNDERS HALL
At 2:11 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon
investigation, the fire alarm had activated while a resident
student was blow drying her hair. There was no sign of smoke
or fire in the area and no damage occurred.

USD Model United Nations aims for success
$100,000 grant allows students to attend major conferences
By Bernadette Smith
The students of Model United
Nations are gearing up for a challenging
set of spring conferences at UC
Riverside and UCLA, culminating in
New York at the 2011 National Model
United Nations.
The UC Riverside conference will
be held March 4 to 6, and will give
students an opportunity to practice
their critical thinking, public speaking
and negotiating skills. "Riverside is
more like a teaching and learning
conference," said Sara Johnson, senior
and Fundraising Chair for the club.
"This one is better for newer members
who have only been to one or two
conferences in the past."
One month later, April 7 to 10,
the MUN-ers will travel to UCLA
for the All-Crisis Conference. UCLA
hosts what are termed "historical
conferences," meaning the themes are
based upon past diplomatic conflicts.
The conferences are made up of
committees that are assigned specific
scenarios to negotiate: NATO versus
the Warsaw Pact during the Cold War,
and Wikileaks scandal as managed by
the U.S. State Department.
"UCLA will be a partially
historical and partially pop-culture
conference, which makes it more fun
to attend," Johnson said.
The MUN-ers believe that the
three conferences they attended last
semester in Orange County, Santa
Barbara and
Georgetown
have
prepared them well for their upcoming
competitions.
"The
Georgetown
conference in particular put us in
an environment where we were
competing with people from all over
the country," said Mahad Ghani, a
sophomore MUN@USD member.
"It definitely generated a spirit of
cooperation and was exciting because
we could meet and network with
people who will be working in the
same line of work."
Georgetown
was a
unique
experience for the group because it was
the first time MUN@USD participated
in an East Coast conference, and it
allowed the students to tour the sights
of Washington D.C.
In addition totheMUN@USDclub

meetings, political science professor
Mary McKenzie teaches a MUN class
that can be taken for three credits.
Requirements include attendance at
one conference and completion of a
position paper (to be presented at a
conference). The position paper helps
students to understand the diplomatic
details of a country before acting as a
representative at a conference.
"MUN@USD is very exciting
this year, and the program is growing
by leaps and bounds," McKenzie
said. "I'm so proud because, our
students are great MUN-ers and great
representatives of USD."
Two members in particular were
honored for their participation last
semester. Sophomore Dylan Heyden
won an honorable mention at the
Orange County conference, and
sophomore Sophia Carrillo won an
outstanding delegate award at Santa
Barbara.
"In today's world," Carrillo said,
"security, multilateral relations and
peacekeeping have reached such a
catalytic flashpoint that it's necessary
to educate yourself on world affairs
and positions of global hegemony. I
think my MUN experience has really
given me the opportunity to achieve
that."
Funding
for
MUN@USD's
conferences has come largely from
an anonymous grant of $100,000,
received last spring. The club is
authorized to spend $10,000 of the
grant annually to cover travel and
registration fees.
"We are so fortunate to have the
grant to fund MUN," Johnson said.
"We do, however, want to expand our
program and bring more students to
conferences, so this semester will be
our first attempt at active fundraising.
Previously, it was all word of mouth.
This was also our first semester having
a table at the Alcala Bazaar."
As they prepare for nationals in
New York, the MUN-ers are excited to
compete with major collegiate Model
UN clubs from around the country.
Students interested in joining MUN@
USD can contact Mary McKenzie
during office hours at IPJ 292, or by
email at marymmckenzie@cox.net.
You can also join the USD Model
United Nations group on Facebook.

THE VISTA
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Photos Courtesy Sara Johnson

ABOVE: Sophomore Dylan Heyden works with a fellow competitor at the Orange County
conference last October.
BELOW: Members of Model UN take a break at the Orange County conference.
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USD Pep
Band is
getting
revved up
By Nazin Sedehi
USD's Pep Band is set to undergo
major improvements in response to a
lack of student membership. Champi
oned by the efforts of the Associated
Students, a committee of senators is
ready to increase the number of USD
student musicians and establish a
range of incentives for membership.
The current director of the Pep
Band is a middle school band leader,
and many of the musicians are from
nearby communities. The number of
members who are current USD stu
dents is relatively few. While the band
is diverse in age and playing ability,
and provides an interesting musical
experience for the audience, AS has
made it a goal to create a group that is
more USD-centric.
According to sophomore Miles
Sorce, a senator for the committee
and a drummer for the Pep Band, the
committee was formed to raise the suc
cess of the program. "We want this big
thing," he said. "It's a little embarrass
ing when we play against other schools
with Division 1 sports teams because
we have enough students to have a big
band. With AS, we're trying to cre
ate enough incentives to create a bang
- create something that we can brag
about and the athletes can feed off of."
Robbie Hill, a freshman and trum
pet player for the band, feels that the
group is widely under appreciated
on campus. "When you see USC and
UCLA games, the Pep Bands are the
cherries on top of the sundae that get
the audience pumped up," he said.
"Through the music, we should get to
show our school spirit and our dedica
tion to USD."
While the committee is still in its
beginning stages, it has established
several important goals. The commit
tee hopes to make Pep Band a club or
student organization that can receive
funding from AS, which would al
low the band to purchase instruments,
making it more affordable for students
who lack their own instruments.
With help from the faculty of the
Music Department, Pep Band is be
ing offered for credit starting in Fall
2011. Eventually, participants may be
awarded a stipend on a per-game basis,
and the athletic department is consid
ering the options of scholarships for
participating in the band. The athletic
department has recognized the benefits
of having a strong musical group, es
pecially in terms of raising game atten
dance and increasing ticket sales.
Zach Flati, senior and member of
the committee, said that AS' involve
ment demonstrates its mission for stu
dent involvement. "How can we im
prove things and help the students?" he
asked rhetorically. "This is a small ex
ample of the AS restructure. Working
for undergrads is our overall mission.
All the pieces are there and we just
have to put them together. The admin
istration is very student-centered. Ev
eryone on the committee is a volunteer.
People have this image of the adminis
tration being far off and removed from
student interests, but this isn't true."
In addition, AS hopes to establish
Pep Band as an integral and permanent
part of USD. Informational fliers will
be distributed to incoming freshmen,
and crew information sessions and
financial aid opportunities will be ex
tended to the band members. AS hopes
that the band can expand by playing at
more campus and sporting events.
"The Pep Band is also a chance to
play," Sorce said. "You don't see much
opportunity to play the drums in the
music department. It's a creative outlet
that shows school spirit and allows us
to have fun."
Another perk worth mentioning:
"We get to travel with the [basketball]
team to Las Vegas during spring break
for the West Coast Conference," Sorce
said.
If you are interested in signing up
for the class this fall, contact the music
department or AS.
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Starbucks to change logo in March for 40th Birthday
Logo change may reflect plan to expand the menu to include beer and wine

1987
LOGO, continued from FRONT PAGE

changed," implying that Starbucks'
brand is approaching some major
changes. Schultz elaborated on the
around the outside has been a part symbolic meaning of this logo change,
of Starbucks' image since 1971. explaining that by letting the siren
Beginning in March, the new logo "come out of the circle, Starbucks is
will include only the siren, removing thinking beyond coffee."
all words from the iconic emblem.
Schultz describes the origin of
Starbucks' drastic decision to alter the siren in his book "Pour Your Heart
their famous logo has caused uproar Into It," saying that Terry Heckler
among loyal customers, marketers "pored over old marine books until
and critics.
he came up with a logo based on an
In a recent online video where old 16th-century Norse woodcut:
Schultz introduced the logo changes a two-tailed mermaid, or siren,
to the public, he did something many encircled by the store's original name,
chief executives don't usually do: he Starbucks Coffee, Tea and Spice.
explained the symbolic relevance of That early siren, bared-breasted and
the company's change in hopes of Rubenesque, was supposed to be as
persuading critics' opinions. Shultz seductive as coffee itself."
says the new mermaid "embraces
Starbucks also plans to make
and respects our heritage, but the some drastic changes to its menu.
world has changed and Starbucks has Over half of the Starbucks stores

Welcome to the
Business section

By Lindsey Weintraub
With
23
percent
of
USD
undergraduates majoring in business, it
only seems natural to have a section in the
newspaper devoted to covering the action
of the business school. Almost every
week, speakers share their experiences
with students, clubs of different interests
hold meetings and workshops are held to
help students prepare for future careers.
We attend school hoping to
learn about something that sparks our
interest, that we can later apply in
real-life situations. For many students
in the business school, what they are
learning about is incredibly relevant.
Our textbooks introduce us to the ethical
issues that are debated, the critical
problem-solving necessary to make
strategic decisions and the research
that drives innovation. But if we pay
attention to what's going on in the world
around us, these topics are not confined
to textbooks. They are aspects, of daily
life for the business professionals we
may one day become.
The professors who share their
knowledge and prepare us for the road
ahead have an acquired wisdom. They
help us to grow as students and as people,
guiding us on our academic journey. But
who are these men and women who
devote their time to not only teaching a
particular subject, but also to nurturing
a passion for the coursework that may
one day become the fabric of our daily
lives? These professors have their own
projects, focusing on what they find
most interesting in the field, and many
have been recognized for contribution
to their field of study or published work.
Their successes can be a guiding light,
illuminating many ways to apply our
knowledge and skills.
Of course, one of the reasons why

changing it could have
negative consequences.
Dr. Bates believes that
without words on the
logo, Starbucks
has
become "less myopic"
and will not be confined
to just coffee, making it
easier for the company
to expand. Starbucks
is emphasizing the fact
that the siren is a symbol
of the seductive nature
of its product offering,
something which they
plan to expand.
But
what
does
this mean for the loyal
Starbucks
consumers?
What are the long-term
effects on business? On
one hand, Starbucks is
a "take-away" for some
consumers, a quick drip
coffee on their way to
work. These consumers
use Starbucks for the
actual product, not for
the ambiance that the
store provides.
This
segment of consumers
will probably be the least
affected by the changes
and will continue to
keep their loyalties to
Starbucks
since
the
actual product is not
Hailey Means/TheVista
being altered.
On the other hand,
logo change earlier this year, which
was met with so much resistance that Starbucks is messing with the idea
Gap changed it back within a week. of the "third place," a central theme
However, if the two scenarios are in each store. The idea behind the
closely compared, they are actually "third place" is that a customer's
quite different. Gap released a new first "place" is home, second "place"
logo at a very desperate time in is work and their third "place" is
business, when sales were down and Starbucks. This is the driving force
they were looking to catch someone's behind the company's ability to create
attention. There was little strategy, an environment that will keep their
thought or direction with their logo customers happy, coming back and
change, whereas Starbucks made the staying longer. Whether the logo
change to their logo in order to align change and upcoming menu changes
will affect this feeling of a "third
with a new business strategy.
"They are changing the logo for place" is yet to be determined.
Starbucks has built a coffee
the sake of what the brand is going to
become," Dr. Bates said, "so that they empire around brand loyalty that
can allow themselves to be broader in stems from an unbeatable customer
experience. It will be interesting to
their offerings in the future."
The Starbucks logo is a powerful see if they can maintain their powerful
marketing vehicle because it is empire while offering different
easily recognized worldwide, thus products built around the same values.

1992
nationwide will be introducing beer
and wine to their menu boards this
March. Is it simply a coincidence that
these major changes are occurring
simultaneously? Or is Starbucks
strategically altering its logo and
removing the words "coffee" in order
to allow itself to become more than
just a coffee shop?
Dr. Kenneth Bates, assistant
professor in marketing at the USD,
speculates that Starbucks is altering
their logo to get consumers familiar
with the changes, which will allow
them to ease into their brand changes.
He believes that the logo change is a
way of controlling the image of the
store and an attempt to stay consistent
with where Starbucks is headed as a
brand, not where it stands today.
Many critics argue that the logo
change can be compared to Gap's

2011

Recent graduate Michael Keating
offers advice to current students
By Lindsey Weintraub

we go to school is to get a job. Most
of us want more than just a job. We
Michael Keating graduated from
want the kind of job that becomes as
comfortable and loved as a favorite pair the SBA in 2009. His entry for the USD
of blue jeans. We hope for the kind of Business Plan Competition earned him
job that is challenging, rewarding and a place as a finalist and provided the
keeps our interest tickled, sustaining foundation for RentersReports.com,
our livelihood. We want a job that is which is expected to debut mid-Feb
the culmination of our best assets and ruary. Keating is owner and CEO of
the Yelp-like service that allows users
strongest characteristics.
As we progress through the to view detailed ratings of rentals and
coursework for our majors, we may not feedback about the landlords and prop
even be aware of the entire scope of erty managers.
careers within the field. Features about
different careers can provide insight The Vista: What did you major in?
into what the job is like, the challenges Michael Keating: Marketing with a
people in those positions face and what minor in Management
is most rewarding about their kind of
work. Some of these careers are familiar, V: What activities were you involved
while others are the product of emerging with on campus?
industries. All of the careers featured MK: I was involved with USD Surf
in the business section will be careers Team, the Marketing Club and the
designated by 0*Net as having a "bright USD Business Plan Competition.
outlook," meaning they are jobs that
are expected to grow rapidly in the next V: What experiences from USD do
several years, will have large numbers of you think most benefited you once you
job openings or are new and emerging left USD?
occupations. The stories of people who MK: The most beneficial experience
hold those positions may serve as role from USD was my participation in the
models for who we want to become and USD Business Plan Competition. Not
only did this experience allow me to
where we hope to be some day.
Along the way to graduation, the take my concept and turn it into a via
SBA Career Services will equip you with ble business model, but it also showed
a toolbox of skills and experience that me the dedication and hard work it
will give us the edge necessary to get takes to develop a solid business plan,
a job. These workshops and events can craft an effective elevator pitch and
give insight into the myriad of resources how to raise funding.
available to SBA students.
Our peers can also be a source of V: If you could redo your USD experi
inspiration. Students with internships can ence, is there anything you would do
give insight into what a typical day on differently?
the job is like. In addition to our peers, MK: If I could do it all over again I
SBA alumni who have gone before us would have been much more involved
can share the career paths they took, with campus organizations and taken
each one different, with some arriving at full advantage of all the resources that
Flaving ac
destinations not even on the typical SBA were at my fingertips.
cess to clubs such as the Marketing
student's radar screen.
The business section also provides Club and the ability to communicate
with a plethora of professors that have
an outlet for students interested in both
business and communications. If you are high business IQs really can teach
interested in getting to know more about you a great deal about the real busi
the business world, what's happening ness world. Additionally, I would have
in the SBA, the interesting lives of the focused more effort on being a better
people who make up the SBA and the student and not so much on the more
alumni whd remain a strong part of social aspects of college life.
it, please come to The Vista writer's
meetings Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the V: What do you miss about USD?
MK: I miss the beauty of walking
SLP403B.

through campus on a sunny day with
the ocean breeze blowing across the
campus. It truly is amazing being sur
rounded by an environment that can
foster such brilliant ideas.

V: Did you have a favorite professor?
MK: I had two favorite professors,
Sharon Lieder and Helder Sebastiao.
Sharon was my professor for Stra
tegic Management and we instantly
connected. She became my mentor
throughout the Business Plan Compe
tition, staying with me for hours in the
classroom to help critique my pitch.
To this day, we still communicate ev
ery couple weeks and she is my clos
est friend and mentor. Helder was in
charge of running the business plan
competition, and his attention to detail
was something that I will never forget.
He would tear through business plans
like they were lunch and really make
you question the viability of your busi
ness. I believe these two individuals
are a large part of the reason I have be
come the entrepreneur I am to this day.
V: What class most impacted you?

MK: I believe Market Research with
Professor Robin McCoy was an excel
lent class. This class taught me how to
do research effectively, analyze results
and make decisions based on this in
formation. I believe it is critical to do
research before moving forward with
starting a venture, and being able to
gather it yourself is much cheaper then
paying a large research firm.
V: What steps did you take to get to the
career you are at right now?
MK: Honestly it was my entrepreneur
ial drive that led me into the world of
the Internet, PR, and Internet Market
ing. Without founding RentersReports.com, I would have most likely
gone a different direction away from
the Internet. This is key because so
much of marketing relies heavily on
the Internet, so those who aren't famil
iar with the ways of the web will po
tentially face roadblocks in their future
career paths.
V: What is the biggest challenge you
have dealt with on the job?
MK: The biggest challenge I have
dealt with on the job is getting other
individuals of the team to deliver ma

terials in a timely manner. This is more
relevant to the PR side of my work
because when you are working with
editors, bloggers, etc. you need content
by a certain deadline. If you miss that
deadline, you miss out on free press
coverage, which is both necessary and
critical for the success of your busi
ness.
V: What parts of your job(s) have you
liked? What parts have you not liked?
MK: Since I generally work in start-up
environments, I love the energy. In or
der for a start up to be successful, you
need to have a solid team that is dedi
cated to working long hours and sup
porting each other by wearing many
hats. The parts that I don't like are that
depending on the stage of the startup,
you don't get paid as well or get the
benefits that would be received in a
corporate setting.
V: Do you have any advice for current
students?
MK: My one piece of advice is to
learn how to network and market
yourself. If you understand how to do
these two things effectively, you will
find yourself that much closer to suc
cess. Whether it is easily finding jobs
when you are in need or just gaining
business insight by attending network
ing events, you will be leaps ahead by
the time you graduate. Additionally,
gather mentors along the way that can
provide you with guidance and insight
into the real world.
V: Is there anything else you would
like to share with the USD commu
nity?
MK: I'm grateful for the education I
received at USD, the mentors I made
and experiences I had along the way. I
will leave you with two closing notes:
•
If you want to work in marketing,
get familiar with the web and so
cial tools because that truly is the
future.
•
Don't ever be scared to ask for the
advice, opinions and feedback of
professors or other business pro
fessionals.
•
Put yourself out there with confi
dence and you will be rewarded.
Be on the look out for RentersReports.com in mid February. It will
change the rental experience forever.
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"Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come.
We have only today. Let us begin."
- Mother Theresa
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Linkedln Clear Channel intern shares experience
announces
plans for
IPO
By Lindsey Weintraub

By Kelly Nassour
Linkedln Corp. made a bold move
on Jan. 27 when it filed a document
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission sharing its plans to raise
$175 million in a public stock sale, the
first major social networking company
to officially publicize its intention
for an Initial Public Offering. It is
expected that within the next months,
social networking sites such as
Twitter, Skype, Zynga, Groupon and
the most dominant social networking
platform, Facebook, will enter the
social networking IPO arena.
The Mountain View, Calif.,
company offers a popular social
network specifically for professionals.
They almost doubled the total number
of members in the first nine months of
2010. The filing reveals that Linkedln
now boasts a total of 90 million users
worldwide and adds a new member
every second.
Linkedln's announcement to go
public has been received in different
ways by the business community.
Jim Breyer, managing partner of the
venture capital firm Accel Partners
and named "smartest investor in
technology" by Fortune Magazine,
cautioned that it may be too soon, and
that if it were his decision, he would
wait. Breyer has invested in more than
30 different companies, including
$12.7 million in Facebook and an
investment with Groupon.
However, others speculate that
Linkedln may be trying to go public
before Facebook does. According
to SharesPost, Linkedln is valued
at $2.51 billion, a secondary
market for trading shares in private
companies. But that's just pennies
compared to Facebook's estimated
value of $50 billion. Some say that
the hype Facebook would create by
going public would overshadow any
investor interest in Linkedln. For
now, investors and other social media
companies will carefully observe
people's appetites for investing in
such companies.
When a private company exceeds
a certain number of shareholders,
it must publicly disclose the
management and trading decisions
made within the company. The SEC
requires the company to disclose
financials, but does not require the
company to be listed on the public
markets. An IPO happens when a
privately owned company issues
shares of stock that will be sold to the
general public. Then the company is
no longer privately owned, but instead
owned by a multitude of investors who
purchased stock on the open market.
Facebook's IPO has been a hot
topic among major investors. In early
January, it was reported that Facebook
would allow Goldman Sachs to sell
$1.5 billion worth of its stock through
a "special purpose vehicle" created by
Goldman Sachs to allow its clients to
indirectly invest in Facebook. The goal
of this special purpose vehicle was to
allow Facebook to raise funds from a
single investor, Goldman Sachs, in an
attempt to avoid going over the 499
shareholder limit the SEC requires for
a company to remain private. The SEC
is aware of these types of attempts to
avoid regulation and public disclosure
and many believe it is likely that the
SEC will force Facebook to become
public.
Furthermore, Facebook may be
well aware of the likelihood that the
SEC will force them to go public.
However, the SEC requires that private
companies begin reporting financial
information within four months after
the end of its current fiscal year. This
would mean Facebook has ample
time to prepare for an IPO, because
a violation during this year wouldn't
require them to start reporting earnings
until 2012.
Although many investors have
tried to convince Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg to go public he has turned
down many glitzy offers. In a "60
Minutes" interview, Zuckerberg said,
"A lot of people who... build start ups
or companies think that selling the
company or going public is this end
point. You win when you go public.
That's just not how I see it."
According to The New Yorker,
almost one out of every 14 people in
the world has a Facebook account.
While Zuckerberg may not see going
public as the final destination, when
the company finally
does, he will
become one of the richest people
on the planet as well as one of the
youngest billionaires.
According
to Allan Zebedee, SBA professor,
the question isn't whether or not
Facebook will go public, but how and
when it will go public.

While driving home one day, San
Diego native Karissa Valencia heard
an ad on her favorite radio station,
proclaiming that Clear Channel
Communications was seeking interns.
"I looked it up online, applied,
interviewed and got lucky," Valencia
said.
As a promotions intern, Valencia
helps promote Channel 93.3, Star
94.1, Rock 105.3, KGB 101.5,
KOGO and Xtra Sports. The goal
of the promotions department is to
please radio listeners and acquire new
listeners.
Valencia is required to work
at least 12 hours a week, but she
estimates that she puts in at least 20
hours a week. However, the huge time
commitment can pay off in big ways.
For starters, Valencia gets paid in
free concert and theme park tickets.
She's gotten the chance to go to
Universal Studios and the San Diego
Zoo, and some of her favorite concerts
so far have included Usher, Shakira
and Carrie Underwood. "I have to
admit, the perks with being an intern
are amazing," she said.
Valencia's favorite promotional
events are when the artists personally
visit the studio to perform or give
interviews. Valencia's first day on
the job involved helping the studio
with the New Boyz, the group that
performs "You're a Jerk" and "Tie Me
Down." Last semester, Valencia was

Photo Courtesy Karissa Valencia

Karissa Valencia, an intern for Clear Channel Communications, stops for a picture with
singer Jesse McCartney.

able to meet Jesse McCartney, Bruno
Mars and Trey Songz during studio
visits. Valencia enjoys talking with
the artists. "It's interesting since the
reason they came to visit after all is to
promote," she said.
Promoting the radio station
also involves interacting with the
community. Clear Channel partners
with businesses as well as Albertson's
grocery stores, or even directly with
the artists directly. These promotion
events include setting up a tent,
displaying posters, giving away free

prizes, playing the radio station's
music and "of course, talking with the
listeners."
Valencia says that interacting with
listeners varies from being relaxing
to challenging. Whether it's calming
down a crowd of screaming pre-teen
girls at a Justin Bieber concert or
wrangling in a group of Rock 105.3
fans at a Hooters restaurant, Valencia
deals with all kinds of audiences.
Every intern at Clear Channel
is required to work a phone shift for
a radio station. Receiving calls from

listeners is one of the ways interns
become fully immersed in the radio
station experience. Valencia worked
for Channel 93.3's studio, giving away
free tickets to "almost anything."
She also had
the
unique
opportunity to deejay live for an hour
each week. Her producer was able to
show her how to work the soundboard
and, although a CD with songs was
prepared and ready to go, she was
responsible for programming each
song to go live at the right time. "The
pressure of messing up was awful,"
Valencia said.
While she admits she didn't
initially know what to expect from
the job, she does acknowledge that
she knew it would be a big time
commitment. All types of events are
demanding, and she's had to work
her way up from the bottom. This
translates into various challenges,
whether it's a-12 a.m. to 6 a.m. shift
or sign twirling.
But the work Valencia does is
much more than sign twirling, calming
down Bieber fans and answering
telephones. "I never thought I would
learn so much about advertising, the
business side of radio and also the
technical side of radio," Valencia said.
With much greater insight into
the world of radio production and
promotion, Valencia says she now pays
more attention to the commercials.
Her new appreciation stems from
all of the new insight she has gained
about the advertising side of radio and
the amount of business that is involved
in the industry.

Verizon iPhone effects apparent in fourth
quarter reports of AT&T, Motorola and Nokia
By Lindsey Weintraub
The much-anticipated Verizon
iPhone will finally become a reality
for customers who have drooled over
the idea of a Verizon iPhone for years.
Now that it's becoming a reality, it's
game on for AT&T and other players
in the smartphone and wireless carrier
market.
It has been more than three
years since the iPhone came to
AT&T's network, and the wireless
carrier is still plagued with customer
complaints. While AT&T tried to
improve the quality of its network,
it appears they haven't done enough.
According to Consumer Reports'
survey of more than 60,000 people in
Dec. 2010, AT&T was rated the worst
wireless carrier in the United States.
Dissatisfaction with the AT&T
network is nothing new, but so far,
iPhone users have had no choice but
to stay with the network. Now that
the Verizon iPhone is in sight, AT&T
is starting to feel the effects. AT&T
recently reported that for the fourth
quarter, they reeled in a net total of

400,000 customers on contract-based
wireless plans, reportedly the lowest
number in at least five years.
However, Ben Parr, co-editor
of techie website Mashable.com,
points out that AT&T has had ample
time to prepare for the loss of iPhone
exclusivity in his article titled "Why
the Verizon iPhone Doesn't Spell
Disaster for AT&T." A big factor in
preventing an exodus from AT&T
is the laundry list of fees AT&T has
set up for early termination, but this
is just the beginning. AT&T converts
would have to purchase a new
iPhone, because the AT&T iPhone
was built for the UMTS 3G network,
and the Verizon iPhone will only
be compatible with the CDMA 3G
network.
When it comes to the two
networks, Parr points out that
AT&T technically has both the
faster network and the advantage
of sending and receiving data and
voice simultaneously, something
that Verizon lacks. However, while
Verizon users may not be able to send
and receive data while on a phone
call, this capability is what may cause

AT&T iPhone users to have difficulty
connecting to the network. AT&T
may have a faster network, but it's not
very useful if users can't even connect
to the network in the first place.
Verizon also offers the hot spot
capability for $20 per month, allowing
users to "tether" up to five wi-fi
devices at a time using the 3G iPhone
as a wireless router. Also compared is
Verizon's unlimited data plan, which
they plan to offer for a limited time,
something AT&T customers lost last
summer. It is rumored that AT&T
has made an undisclosed revision
of its data pricing plans, offering an
unlimited data plan only for select
iPhone customers who previously had
unlimited plans. But according to the
Associated Press, AT&T spokesman
Mark Siegel wouldn't confirm an
option to return to the unlimited plan.
Wireless carriers are not the only
ones bracing for the impact of the
Verizon iPhone. Smartphone makers
Motorola Mobility Holdings and
Nokia, like AT&T, didn't fair well
in the fourth quarter. Both observed
declines in shipments and in average
selling prices of their smartphones.

"We have seen some slowdown as a
result of the [iPhone] announcement
at Verizon," Motorola Mobility CEO
Sanjay Jha said on the earnings call.
Motorola is expecting heavy
losses, between $26 million and $62
million in the fourth quarter, and
predicting the sale of only 20 to 25
million Android phones for the next
year.
While Nokia once ruled the smart
phone market with 78 percent of the
world's smartphones, the company's
lack of innovation has allowed
competitors to race by, leaving Nokia
in the dust.
"Nokia faces some significant
challenges in our competitiveness and
our execution," CEO Stephen Elop
said, "in short, the industry changed,
and now it's time for Nokia to change
faster."
Nokia and Motorola are going to
have to step up their game to compete
with tech giant Apple, which sold
over 16 million iPhones last quarter
alone. As for the duel between AT&T
and Verizon, only time will tell, but
the iPhone is not the only device
customers are seeking these days.

Notable events/speakers: Jordan Mellul and Dave Musil
from NIKA water. Ken Schmitt, a professional recruiter from
Turning Point Solutions, spoke about getting from where you
are now to where you want to be.
Upcoming events: The Social Entrepreneurship Panel, will be
speaking about the growing popularity of young entrepreneurs
that want to give back to the world by means of fostering global
physical, mental and social health. The group will also be holding
the first annual summit for the Fellowship of the Pacific. Three
keynote speakers will discuss the interdisciplinary successes
of business in engineering, information technology, computer
science and health care.

What is a typical meeting like?:

Meetings of brief
announcements to the entire council, food and project groups.

Name: Student International Business Council
Advisor: Robin McCoy
When they meet: EveryTuesday at 12:15 p.m.
Where they meet: IPJ 2I7A
Leaders: President: Deep Bedi.Vice President: Andrew O'Such,
CFO: Rita Costa
Mission:
To
advancement

of

empower students
international

through

commerce

by

the

ethical

developing

Proudest Accomplishment(s): The group has grown to
nearly 70 active members, up from 40 a year ago. They plan to
grow to 100.

Biggest challenge(s): Nearly the entire executive board will
be graduating in May, after all having been on the board for two
years. The group believes they need to effectively train new
leadership with the help of the few juniors who will be at USD
next year

leadership, entrepreneurial ability and global interaction.

Long term/short term goals: Grow to 100 members in a

What they've been up to this year: Started two new

year from now and lock down international summer internships

projects, NIKA and Rapha House. NIKA donates 100% of profits

for our members.

to poverty alleviation around the world with a goal to bring

Are there any open positions?: The group is always

clean water to impoverished communities. Rapha house deals
with domestic violence regarding women, but it just started,

welcoming new students from all majors.

so Email Deep (dbedi-l l@sandiego.edu) to get a little more
info. The group also donated $400 to the Ache tribe in South
America through involvement with Guayaki.

If interested, contact membership directorTyler Anthony attyler.
anthony-l l@sandiego.edu.
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Verizon and AT&T fight the great iPhone battle
Tension between the two mobile giants heats up over the world's hottest phone
Bv Chelsea Robinson

On Jan. 11, Verizon finally an
nounced that they would be carrying
the Apple iPhone. I was ecstatic, just
like every other Verizon customer, to
hear that on Feb. 10 the device would be
available to those not under the enslave
ment of an AT&T contract.
1 currently own a BlackBerry Pearl,
a dinosaur in the realm of smartphones.
While I get Internet and e-mail on my
phone, I find myself envying my friends
who are able to distract themselves with
Angry Birds or view their visual voice
mails. Now, the Holy Grail of mobile
devices is within my grasp.
However, my happiness was short
lived. As I delved into reviews online,
I noticed that reputable sources were
warning people about buying the new
phone. I rode an emotional rollercoaster
from euphoria to curiosity to cynicism.
"What if the new iPhone does not live
up to the hype?" I thought. "Should 1
wait for the new phone in July?" That
is, if Verizon is on the same upgrade
schedule as AT&T. I was left with lots of
unanswered questions and so much an
ticipation. I attempted to investigate my
impending purchase decision further.
Firstly, there are a few subtle dif
ferences between AT&T's iPhone and
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the new Verizon version. According
to Electronic Data, Verizon only uses
CDMA technology, which inhibits us
ers from using data and voice simulta
neously. It also means that the phone is
not a "world" phone, a feature that the
AT&T version boasts. As a Verizon cus
tomer who has never had simultaneous
voice and data feature available to me. I
could care less about not having the fea
ture with my new phone. Would I really
want to be hiding my phone conversa

tion from the police whilst surfing the
web at the same time, all while driving?
Too risky.
Furthermore, the infamous anten
na problem that hindered sales of the
AT&T iPhone seem less likely to arise
with the Verizon iPhone 4. While Veri
zon's coverage area is remarkably better
than that of their competitor, there is the
minor problem of the antenna, which
Verizon's iPhone has considerably im
proved. This is the biggest issue that

Consumer Reports took into account
while warning against the purchase of
the device. There is a great chance that
the future iPhone 5 will make the prob
lem obsolete.
In addition, AT&T has a mobile 4G
network, a step up from Verizon's 3G
network. The 4G browser is faster than
that of its counterpart. To illustrate, it
takes an average of .056 seconds for
a page to load on the iPhone 4G. On
my Blackberry, a page loads in about

1.22-2.5 seconds. Verizon is currently
working on getting a 4G LTE (Long
Term Evolution) network, which is both
costly and time-consuming. Addition
ally, CNET champions the innovations
of other smartphones that are coming
out within the year, such as the Motor
ola Atrix and the new line of Android
smartphones.
In essence, it really comes down to
the consumer. If you are concerned with
your network, your signal or your call,
go Verizon. If you care about having the
latest and greatest iPhone or about the
hardware that accompanies it. stick with
AT&T. Should you brave the crowds
and try and get your new iPhone this
week? Or should you wait for the big
ger, better, more improved iPhone?
Verizon customers, hear me out.
You have already waited so long. You
can wait another five months to a year.
The reason I say a year is that some
sources at Apple have claimed that Ve
rizon's new phone will be released on
a yearly schedule, making it 6 months
behind that of the iPhone 4G. Honestly,
I would wait until at least the summer to
purchase your iPhone. At least at that
point the 16GB iPhone 4 will be avail
able at a lower price. While I am too
impatient to wait with you all, I will
surely allow you a session on my Fruit
Ninja app while you anxiously wait for
the newer and improved phone.

Airport bombing calls attention to security loop holes
By Rafael Crescancio
Recent
updates
to normal
transportation
security
routines,
including the addition of full body
scanners and pat-downs, have left
Americans with feelings of frustration
and personal violation. However,
protesters should consider the value
of the lives protected by these
measures. The recent terrorist attack
on a Moscow airport has proved that
the increases in airport security are
completely necessary.
According to The New York
Times, a suicide bomber killed
at least 35 people and wounded
180 in the baggage claim area of
Domodedovo International Airport

on Jan. 24. Domodedovo is located
14 miles southeast of Moscow and is
the largest and busiest of Moscow's
three airports. Fox News reports
that federal investigators know the
identity of the bomber, a 20-year-old
native of the volatile Caucasus region,
where for years Muslim insurgents
have been battling for a separate state.
This attack poses a major
challenge to the Islamic community,
which continually tries to dissociate
itself from the radical and extremist
Muslim terrorists that conduct these
attacks. Aside from the religious
overtone of this attack, it has become
stunningly clear that the worldwide
community still has a long way to
go in terms of creating complete
transportation security.

According to CNN, Russian
president
Dmitry
Medvedev
blamed the security officers of the
Domodedovo Airport and demanded
resignation of those responsible for
transportation safety. "What happened
at Domodedovo," Medvedev said,
"shows the airport lacked security.
It is unbelievable that such a huge
amount of explosives were brought
into the terminal
Though the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks and
new
technological
innovations,
revolutionized
how
countries around the world deal with
terrorists and threats, the system still
has major loopholes. This attack
serves as an example of one, as the
baggage claim area was unsecured,
making it a viable target for terrorism.

However,
according
to
Domodedovo Airport spokeswoman
Yelena Galanova, the airport claims
that the security officials should
not be blamed for the explosion
because they "are in full compliance
with all safety requirements of air
transportation by which [they] are
responsible." If an armed man could
make his way into an airport, clearly
these "requirements" still need to be
expanded for the security employees.
Amidst cries of "racial profiling"
and "Fourth Amendment rights
violations" in the U.S., the seriousness
of this recent attack shows that lives are
at risk. The U.S. has already suffered
from multiple terrorist attacks. Aclose
analysis of the Moscow case may be
able to help prevent other terrorist

attacks on American soil in the future.
Controlling dangerous combatants is
a difficult task, however, in a country
as developed as Russia, lax airport
security, even in the baggage claim
area, is unacceptable.
In light of the recent debate
over full body scanning in airports,
the devastating Moscow terrorist
attack proves the importance of
stringent security. The argument
that these security practices violate
personal privacy rights seems trivial
in comparison to the deaths of 35
people. While airport security may
be inconvenient and increasingly
invasive, one must consider the
greater implications that may come
from lax or insufficient secifrity
measures at airports.

State of the Union: Cable queen's OWN channel
Obama's rebound? Oprah 's newest experiment is risky

By Sarah Jorgensen
I hadn't yet turned 18 in 2008 dur
ing the last presidential election. How
ever, it didn't stop me from being totally
immersed in political campaign news
and totally enthralled by a young man
from Chicago named Barack Obama. I
avidly and actively supported him, even
donating to his campaign.
1 can imagine the thoughts running
through some of your minds right now.
Isn't she disappointed in him? Doesn't
she realize that he isn't doing well? I was
pretty on the fence about my responses
to those questions before the State of the
Union on Jan. 25. Afterward, I feel like I
have seen a glimpse of the inspirational
Obama, who won the presidential elec
tion against many odds, for the first time
in his presidency.
Obama's general tone was over
whelmingly optimistic (which was re
freshing in light of a tentatively recov
ering economy and congresswoman),
and he tended to stray from overly con
troversial issues, such as Medicare and
Social Security. He only glazed over the
job crisis, arguably one of our country's
most pertinent domestic issues, until
midway through his speech. As many
analysts have also noted, he did not ad
dress gun control, a hot discussion topic
in light of Congresswoman Gifford's
shooting in January.
He did, however, address many top
ics where his administration has worked
well, which makes sense because the
State of the Union has become almost
like the Broadway-style opening night
of the Congressional year; it can truly set
the tone for the months ahead. Obama
presented very bipartisan ideas, includ
ing an emphasis on deficit reduction,
the rebound of the economy, education

funding, and both increased spending
and tax cuts. "We need to out-innovate,
out-educate and out-build the rest of the
world," Obama said. "We have to make
America the best place on earth to do
business. We need to take responsibility
for our deficit and reform our govern
ment. That's how our people will pros
per."
In addition, Obama appealed di
rectly to Republicans with talk about a
Republican-supported decrease in ear
marked bills, tax benefits for small busi
nesses and banks and by referring to the
new speaker of the House, Representa
tive John A. Boehner of Ohio, as a true
representative of the American Dream.
Much to my personal satisfaction,
Obama once again pledged to fully in
stitute the repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't
Tell" this year with the help and sup
port of major military generals. He also
encouraged colleges to allow military
recruiters to return to the schools, since
the repeal was made official in late
2010. My only personal concern is that
he glossed over the actual details of re
pealing this decade-old law.
Obama also grazed over the situ
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan, which
made me vaguely disappointed with the
way he handled it. Will the U.S. con
tinue to support Iraq? Apparently yes,
as Obama said, "This year, our civilians
will forge a lasting partnership with the
Iraqi people...America's commitment
has been kept."
I do appreciate Obama's commit
ment to the Iraqi people, and many pun
dits and political opponents noted that
they felt Iraq would simply be dropped
with little additional assistance.
Overall, I believe it was a margin
ally successful State of the Union. 1
did appreciate the emphasis on posi
tive achievements in the past year, with
little emphasis on more troubling issues.
However, the absence of such issues
does lead one to question how Obama
will eventually confront them, and the
lack of details about some of his claims
was disconcerting. I can only hope that
Obama will keep his promises, espe
cially since the recent midterm elections
have given his legislative control a true
run for its money.

By Gunner Wiebe

The queen of daytime television,
Oprah Winfrey, is giving up her throne
at the end of this year and turning her
focus to her new network, OWN, the
Oprah Winfrey Network.
This sounds great, in theory,
but if things continue the way they
are for OWN, it may not be around
come the end of the year. Winfrey
has had a great 25-year career with
"The Oprah Winfrey Show," but her
network doesn't seem to be following
the successful trend that she has had
in other ventures. Her magazine,
launched in 2000, along with her
book club have both been smart and
lucrative decisions for Winfrey, which
is why the struggle with OWN is
surprising.
OWN was launched in the first
week of 2011 and brought in very
impressive ratings for a new network.
According to Reuters, OWN had 1.1
million viewers at the start of the year,
but after all of the hype about the new
network settled, the ratings from the
third week of January showed a severe
dip in the numbers. The third week's
reality check showed an average of
only 297,000 viewers in primetime.
However, Winfrey
is
still
receiving relatively high ratings
for "The Oprah Winfrey Show."
According to The U.S.A. Today, the
Jan. 24 episode on which Winfrey
revealed that she had a half-sister
averaged a 9.6 household rating, the
highest rated episode since her postOscar episode in 2005.
OWN
is
competing
with
established networks like Lifetime and
Oxygen, which makes it much more
challenging to succeed. According to
Lifetime.com, the Lifetime Television
Network has been around since 1984
and has been very successful since
its launch. According to Reuters, the
same week OWN averaged 297,000
viewers during primetime, Lifetime
averaged 817,000. In order for
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OWN to be successful, the network
must steal viewers away from other
networks within the same target
audience.
Despite
the
struggle
with
OWN, Winfrey has been extremely
successful in both her life and career.
According to Forbes, she is worth $2.7
billion and is the third most powerful
woman, and the 64th most powerful
person, in the world today. With all
of her accolades, money and power,
it does seem strange that her network
is struggling. How can something that
she has endorsed not be successful?
OWN is trying everything to
receive higher ratings, including
changing its release schedule of new
shows. According to Broadcasting
and Cable, the network was only
supposed to launch two new shows in
February, but decided to increase that
number to four in hopes of generating
more popularity and attention.
The channel is slowly losing

the battle in the television industry.
The problem with OWN is the lack
of Winfrey. It is her network, but
where is she? Her brand and show is
nonexistent, since she is not planning
on being in any new shows as of
press time. Her show, magazine and
book club still maintain reasonable
success, but it is because she is
directly involved in each. She has had
an incredible dynasty as the queen of
daytime television, but can't seem to
appropriate this title to her network.
OWN seemed like a good idea,
but the idea actually seems like a
bad one. With Winfrey having so
much success in several other media
outlets, the only conclusion can be
that she is the missing piece. Winfrey
needs to find a way into her OWN
network before it is too late. She is
an incredible personality and has
changed daytime television forever.
As far as OWN is concerned, Winfrey
is the only one who can save it.
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Independence on the table for Sudanese people
South Sudan looks forward to independence after many years of strife
By Sarah Jorgensen
The site of one of the past
century's most austere humanitarian
conflicts, Sudan has been embroiled in
a race-infused civil war that has killed
more than two million people and
displaced millions more. Fortunately,
it appears that an end to this violent
conflict is finally in sight. Southern
Sudan, comprised of 10 states, held
a week-long vote in January to
determine whether the region should
secede from northern Sudan. Ninetynine percent of southern Sudan's
inhabitants, including those abroad,
voted for secession.
Many people remember the
war and genocide that took place in

Darfur, a racially mixed area in the
central region of Sudan, that began
in 2003 and was the culmination of
two decades of conflict between the
primarily Arab north and the primarily
native African south of the country.
Two groups of Sudanese non-Arabs,
the Sudan Liberaton Movement/Army
(SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality
Movement (JEM), accused the
government of persecuting their racial
group in favor of Sudanese Arabs. In
response, an armed group of Sudanese
Arabs called the Janjaweed, which
may have been government-funded,
began massacring non-Arabs in the
region. A tentative peace agreement
was reached in February of last year.
The south, due to various chaotic
elements, was feoubted by analysts to
effectively hold the vote due to various

chaotic elements, but they pulled it
off with very few hitches. Thousands
lined up peacefully and in an orderly
fashion for the polls. According to the
Associated Press, an overwhelming 97
percent of eligible voters in the south
turned up to vote. Only 60 percent of
eligible northerners voted and only 40
percent voted for secession. According
to the CIA World Factbook, this is in a
country where only 60 percent of the
country can read.
According to Time magazine, if
southern Sudan should secede from the
country, it would be the world's newest
country in July of this year. This move,
which has been overwhelmingly
praised by international governments
and the U.N., is very progressive,
especially in a region that has been
plagued by government injustice and

corruption for so long. The road to
independence will not be easy and it
will still involve major negotiations
with northern Sudan over the rights to
oil fields and other resources.
Since the 1800s, Africa has been
divided along arbitrary lines drawn
by European colonialist countries that
made little to no effort to understand
the complex cultural dynamics of
Africa. Members of different tribes
and racial heritages that had little
in common were thrown together
into single countries. Arguably, this
is at the root of many of Africa's
issues, from Rwanda's genocide to
Zimbabwe's political corruption. It
is amazing to see that at long last this
largely unrecognized mistake is being
corrected and, in the case of Sudan,
the country's lines will follow cultural

lines.
Other countries may follow.
According to The New York Times,
Separatist movements are active in
Ethiopia, Angola and Somaliland. As
Africa continues to progress toward
full industrialization and the ability
to truly compete economically with
the rest of the world, such movements
could be necessary and helpful.
Correcting the centuries-long problem
of the discrepancy between cultural
and political borders will certainly
help to lead Africa toward a more
productive society. Once violence
is no longer such an overwhelming
concern in Africa, major progress can
be made in other areas of progressive
development. Southern Sudan has a
golden opportunity to move upward
and would do well to seize it.

Tiger Mom's vicious parenting has its perks for kids
Lax Western parents could learn something from the controversial Chinese Mom
TIGER, continued from Front Page

In her book, self-dubbed as a memoir,
Chua unapologetically recounts the
tales of the drastic measures she
employeed while raising her two
daughters. In a Wall Street Journal
article titled "Why Chinese Mothers
are Superior," Chua explained the
abhorrence she felt whenever her
children achieved anything less than
perfection in school, piano and life
in general. However, as drastic and
unsettling as some of her anecdotes
are, those experiences taught her
children and provided value in their
lives.
The piano practice incident is
perhaps one of the most controversial
stories featured in Chua's book. In
this particular story, Chua forced her
youngest daughter to remain at the
piano for hours without breaks for
food or even the bathroom until she
could properly play the piece.
Most people focus in on the
horror of this experience and forget
that Chua's daughter eventually
did learn this piece and, more
importantly, learned that hard work
is required for the immense payoff
associated with achieving something
difficult.
Chua's methods are overtly
strict, cringe-inducing and at times
downright repugnant, yet no one can
deny the merit that must be awarded
to the overall goal of equipping her
children with the drive to succeed. In
a society with a floundering economy
and extremely limited employment
opportunities, perhaps our country
could benefit from some tough love.
There is potential all around us that
slowly decays over time because it
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might nqt have gotten the attention it
deserved when it was ripe and ready
to be cultivated.
Too often, people are worried
about the long-term psychological
effects that could emerge as a result
from pushing someone too hard
towards perfection. However, people
rarely consider the perhaps more
devastating psychological effects
that result from not being pushed at
all.

In the book "A Nation of Wimps,"
author and psychologist Hara Estroff
Marano' presents research done by a
group of psychologists that indicates
that children who are protected from
having to overcome obstacles and
difficult situations during childhood
cannot fully develop the skills
necessary to triumph over difficulty
in adulthood.
Chua's greatest success is
that she fully grasps this concept.

However, a flaw
in her parental
constitution is that she often fails to
see the children's positive aspects.
She presents her argument as the
indisputable truth, and it seems
that she refuses to recognize the
validity of other parenting styles.
People are not animals that need to
be trained, nor are they machines
that need to be finely
tuned and
assembled. Therefore, there is no
single, overarching type of parenting

that can be effectively applied to
everyone. Cliche as it may be, people
are different and deserve to be treated
accordingly.
In a response article printed
in the Wall Street Journal entitled,
"In
Defense
of
the
Guilty,
Ambivalent,
and
Preoccupied
Western Mom," Ayelet Waldman
defends the parenting style that
Chua so outwardly denounces.
While Chua's mantra is discipline,
practice and perfection, Waldman
seeks to illustrate a different parental
ideology. Waldman argues that rather
than being driven by fear of failure,
which was Chua's preferred method
of motivation, her daughters were
driven by their own passions.
Another main point of hers is
that some people with strict parents
develop a healthy understanding of
respect and discipline, while others
grow to fear authority figures and
rebel against their parents' beliefs.
She recognizes that while tedious
and demanding practices may work
for Chua's children, it certainly
would not work for all children.
Parenting is not a science, it is
an art form. The U.S. is a myriad of
personalities, each with their own
talents and abilities. Unfortunately,
children are oftentimes encouraged
to find their passions and are told that
they can do whatever they want to "if
they set their minds to it." However,
setting your mind to something and
actually being able to accomplish it
are two vastly different things.
The point that Chua is trying to
make is that those abilities will not be
realized unless people understand the
hard work and determination that is
needed to not only achieve potential,
but to exceed the expectations that
we set for ourselves.

The rise of modern religious fundamentalism worldwide
By Christopher Helali

No one can deny that we live
in dangerous times. Never before
in world history has there been
this level of religious radicalism
and fundamentalism on a global
scale.
Every major religion has
organized constituents that mobilize
to fight, defend and proselytize their
respective faith. How did we get here?
We are enlightened, technologically
advanced and scientifically superior
than our medieval ancestors. Yet
today, many adherents, blinded by
faith, see these advances as fallacious,
in light of the religious holy books
and canons of religion. This global
phenomenon has now provoked
terrorism, militias, wars, goals of mass
conversion, destruction, salvation and
damnation. It is important to note that
these issues are not confined to Islam
or Christianity. They affect many
major religions.
Sociologists seek to understand
and pinpoint the rather recent
radicalism amongst many religions
around the globe. Some scholars and
academics have said that religious
fundamentalism is a reaction to
modernity and global secularization.
While this is true, many religious
groups denounce the modern world
and all of the pejorative entities it
brings with it. The reality is that while
many organized religions are losing
their flocks, smaller, more militant

religions are growing faster than ever. seized control of the revolution in and these religious demagogues
Sociologist Peter Berger argues in
Iran, thus proclaiming himself leader. seek to promulgate the U.S. as a
"The Desecularization of the World" The West's greatest ally in the Middle Christian nation and diminish the
that, "The notion that we live in a East, proclaimed by Jimmy Carter as role of secular and scientific ideals
secularized society is false."
an "island of stability in one of the in politics, education, the work force
According to Berger, the world more troubled areas of the world," and beyond. Famous proponents
is as religious as ever, and in some had now become an Islamic Republic. include Beverly LaHaye, a San Diego
parts the most religious in history.
Today, Islamic fundamentalism local and founder of the conservative
According to the article "The Great has taken many forms, most notably organization Concerned Women for
Revival:
Understanding
America, "Yes, religion and
Religious
Fundamentalism
politics do mix," LaHaye
in Foreign Affairs," some
said. "America is a nation
a No single religion has the
religions denounce modern
based on biblical principles.
copyright to salvation nor the path to Christian values dominate our
culture like Islam, and others
like Evangelical Christianity, God, but all have their own unique
government. The test of those
embrace it without its "sinful"
values is the Bible. Politicians
road to the final destination .
95 who do not use the Bible *to
aspects, such as pornography,
abortion, homosexual rights
guide their public and private
and so on. The important
lives do not belong in office."
thing to note here is that religious Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Sept. II,
This insanity is also echoed by
radicalism does not only allow for 2001, was the first instance of the others, like Gary North, who in his
the culmination of a particular local destructive nature of this particular book "Political Polytheism: The Myth
religious perversion on U.S. soil. of Pluralism" writes, "The long-term
or global agenda, but it also allows
its adherents personal awards and Since then the U.S. and its allies have goal of Christians in politics should
satisfaction, usually in regards to declared the Global War on Terrorism be to gain exclusive control over the
a soteriological or eschatological in an effort to eradicate and destroy franchise. Those who refuse to submit
doctrine.
radical Islamic elements that pose a publicly to the eternal sanctions of
Islamic fundamentalism is all too
threat to the Western world. Nuclear God by submitting to His Church's
familiar to the world. • The roots of
nations like Pakistan that have strong public marks of the covenant this phenomenon can be traced back
Islamic fundamentalist groups and baptism and holy communion - must
to visionaries like Ibn Taymiyyah are politically unstable pose a global be denied citizenship, just as they
(13th century) and recently to Sayyid
threat, since these weapons could were in ancient Israel. The way to
Qutb, Hassan al-Bana and Abul Aba easily be acquired and used by one of achieve this political goal is through
Maududi. The rise of I slamist pol itical
these groups.
successful mass evangelism followed
parties and a response to the West and
The
home
brewed by constitutional revision."
The
Modernization in the Middle East fundamentalism here in the U.S. U.S. has seen the rise of militias and
in the mid-20th century launched that has risen as a direct result of militant religious groups, as well
these parties and their platforms to the current conservative wave in the as large proselytizing entities, most
prominence. The West saw Islamic political arena has taken many by notably seen in the documentary
fundamentalism reach critical levels surprise. Evangelical Christianity "Jesus Camp."
when in 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini is at the forefront of this campaign,
This past winter, as I traveled in

Calcutta, India, I was shocked to see
Communist flags alongside flags of a
radical Hindu party. This is the best
illustration for world politics today:
the clash of secular and religious
politics in the national arena. Hindu
fundamentalism is on the rise and is
most notably seen in the destruction
of the Babri Mosque in India. The
Babri Mosque, one of the oldest
Islamic mosques, was destroyed,
stone by stone, by thousands of Hindu
radicals who stormed over the police
barricade protecting it in 1992.
Jewish fundamentalism, in the
form of extreme Zionism, professes
the belief that the land of Israel is
rightfully theirs, given to them by
God, and that all others have no place
in it. It will be protected at all costs,
even by using nuclear weapons as a
means.
Religion is a beautiful thing, but
it has no place in national politics or
world government. No single religion
has the copyright to salvation nor to
the path God, but all have their own
unique road to the final destination.
We must live in harmony rather than
seek to impose our beliefs on others
who do not share them or who do not
believe in any religion.
The female Sufi saint Rabi'a
Basri eloquently describes this
understanding: "I want to put out
the fires of Hell, and burn down the
rewards of Paradise. They block the
way to God. I do not want to worship
from fear of punishment or for the
promise of reward, but simply for the
love of God."
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Sally Stage Mom champions Western parenting
By Bianca Bruno
Sally StageMom, an OOCG
(Original Orange County Girl)
spearheaded the Western Moms Rock!
movement as soon as Chinese tigress
Amy Chua dared to challenge the
best style of parenting in the history
of mankind: hands-off. This is an
account of what she and her 70-yearold third husband, (whom she lovingly
refers to as Daddy Warbucks) have
learned.
Ever since I was a little girl, I
knew that 1 wanted to be a better
parent than my parents were for me. I
mean, my brother and sister and 1 had
no fun growing up. Our parents made
us feel guilty about how they had been
sooo poor and had to work sooo hard
to be the first ones in their families to
go to college. We were always told
how we couldn't have dessert until we
finished our dinner and that we should
be grateful we had parents who let us
take the bus to school, because when
they were kids, they had to walk three
miles in the freezing snowstorms.
I really hated how my parents
made me feel guilty for wanting the
smallest of things. I don't think it
was too much to ask for a brand new
car when I turned 16, or to have a
wedding just like Princess Diana's. I
really think that taking out the trash
every Monday morning and walking
the dog twice a week was being more
than helpful, especially when my
allowance was only $300 a month. So
when I married my college sweetheart,
the inventor of toaster strudel, I was
determined to be the best housewife
and mom since June Cleveland.
As soon as 1 had Ashley, Courtney

and Brad, I knew that my kids were
different; they were stars. I realized
this when all of the moms at the elite
private preschool I took the kids to
started making up obscene stories
about how misbehaved my kids were.
Now, I knew that my kids were the
best behaved children in the whole
school. They would always come
home with toys that the other kids had
shared with them, so I knew they had
to be getting along with the other kids.
So, when that mom told me that my
little Ashley had stolen her daughter's
favorite doll, I knew she was really
just jealous of my kids. When other
moms started saying the same thing,
I knew that they were all just jealous
because their children were average
and mine were stars.
It all really blew up when Ashley
and Courtney started winning their
beauty pageants and were featured
on that Tiaras show. That's when I
decided to get them all an agent. My
two girls were just destined to be
models or actresses or singers, I just
knew it. They had displayed such a
stage presence in their kindergarten
talent show when they danced to that
one Pussycat Dolls' song, "When I
Grow Up," and they just looked so
cute in their Bratz outfits. The first
thing I did was put them on one of
those cleanse diets that are all the
rage. They also get weekly manis and
pedis, as well as spray tans.
My son, Brad, is definitely the
next David Beckham, so naturally he
has a private soccer coach, as well as
a personal trainer. He really likes to
look "juiced" like those classy Jersey
kids from his favorite show, so he's
always making protein shakes and
taking the healthiest supplements that
his acting coach, a former contestant
on that VH1 reality show "I Love
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New York," recommends.
Now that the kids have been in
a few commercials and we've taken
them to 45 auditions for the Disney
Channel, I know it's only a matter
of time before they become'the next
big thing. It makes me so happy to
see my kids do what I, I mean they,
love to do. When we moved the
whole family out to Hollywood, I
knew that would be the best thing for
them, and even though my parents
don't talk to me anymore because of
it, our family could never be happier.
We're living the American Dream
that everyone wants. Even though
my husband works 70 hours per week
to pay for all the necessities that the
kids and I require (thanks for the new
BMW, hunny!), we are truly the allAmerican family.
So, what's my advice for parents?
Well, I would say that I've learned it's
way better to let the kids decide when
they want to go to bed, what they
want to have for dinner and basically
anything they want to do. When their
tutors tell me they don't finish their
homework, I'll just slip them an extra
$10 and tell them it can be our little
secret that they did my children's
worksheets. Everyone knows that my
kids are gonna be in the entertainment
industry anyways, so what's the point
of learning how to read?
1 feel I've come a long way since
my parents raised me. My kids are
happy to have a say in what they do,
and that makes me happy. While
my husband and I argue over this, I
remind him that they're my children,
too, and I'll raise them as I like. Just
because he has grown kids in their
thirties doesn't mean he can tell
me how to raise mine. He's such a
grandpa anyway, he can't relate to my
kids or their bomb mom.

Correspondence should be sent to channeke@usdvista.com
with the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and
include verifiable contact information.
Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style
or grammar in order to preserve its authenticity.
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor taste.
We look forward to hearing from you.

The definition of Satire
By Bianca Bruno
According to Dictionary.com
satire is defined as "the use of humor,
irony, exaggeration or ridicule to
expose and criticize people's stupidity
or vices, particularly in the context
of contemporary politics and other
topical issues."
The history of satire began with
university students of ancient Egypt,
who were tired of studying and wanted
to read something less serious than the
reading they were required to do for
class. While the satire pieces were
less demanding than their required
schoolwork, it was nonetheless only
accessible to those privileged enough
to get a university education.
While we may have come a
long way from those students in

ancient Egypt, USD students are not
so different from them after all. Just
like they did, we need a break from
the tedious readings assigned to us
in class. However, we still enjoy the
pleasures of reading a well-written,
well-articulated piece of literature, and
strive to (hopefully) be well-informed
citizens of current popular discourse.
And that's where satire comes in.
For those of you who may have
been abroad last semester, transferred
to USD this Spring, or are just plain
out of it, The Vista staff made the
diplomatic decision to set aside a
weekly section dedicated entirely to
satire.
We here at The Vista have decided
to continue publishing our weekly
satire section (appropriately titled
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University of Satirical Discourse),
because while we believe in addressing
current political, social, religious and
cultural issues in a serious and wellresearched manner, we also believe
that the most informed university
community should be able to poke fun
at these issues.
As the popularity of such media
outlets as Comedy Central can attest,
this is often the most relatable way to
discuss the current cultural climate of
our nation, all the while recognizing
the ridiculousness of some of the
stories that manage to grab national
attention.
We hope you enjoy reading this
section, and are able to join us in
not taking ourselves, or our current
cultural problems, too seriously.
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USD: University of Spending Dollars
every year. Not to mention the meal plans themselves have become that much more
Everything costs more these days. Gas? Expensive. Water? Getting more
expensive.
expensive. Education? Getting darn-near unaffordable. It's the side effect of a bad
We realize it seems ridiculous to complain about a quarter here and a penny
economy. Prices are bound to go up.
there, but it is the pattern that this represents that has us bothered. We get it, the
USD is no different. Remember the days when you could go to the library,
university built the SLP and quickly realized that paying for it wouldn't be as easy as
finish your paper 20 minutes before it is time to turn it in, then swipe your card and
they expected. A hike in prices across the board was inevitable.
pay a nickel per page to print out your paper on "Pride and Prejudice"? Those days
But when does it end? Where is this extra money
are long gone. That's because it now costs an entire
ultimately going to end up? Can we use it to buy out Bill
penny more to print out a page in the library. Seems
it Rather than striving for an
Grier's contract?
insignificant enough, right? Even if you print out 300
Ultimately, the price hike won't stop us from eating our
pages this semester, that's still only three dollars more
absolute and sudden change of
Tuscan Chickens, and for most of us (ahem, Chris Hanneke,
in the long run. Well, if that's your thinking, take your
behavior, it is better to strive for a
ahem) it won't even stop us from throwing down the extra
optimism somewhere else.
dollar
for avocado on top (they didn't jack the price up for
The price hikes don't stop there. La Paloma has
slow change and progression toward
that... yet). Heck, if the reason for the hike is justifiable
jacked up their prices as well. Your Tuscan Chicken
your ultimate goal.
enough, we may not even complain all that much about it
used to cost a pesky $5.25 before the break, but since
while we're paying for it.
our return it has gone up to $5.50. For a hungry staff of
We're basically just here to tell you all that we feel
newswriters like us, those quarters add up. Especially
your pain. Who knows, we may even put on our journalist caps and uncover the real
when you figure you can take a trek down the hill and get a Subway Footlong for
story behind the whole situation soon. Just know that you are not the only ones who
50 cents cheaper. We are not above being slaves to corporate America if it means
have noticed the price hike. Reaching into your purse for that extra quarter in La
saving a couple cents here and there.
Paloma is just as frustrating for us as it is for you. Heck, we may even consider taking
Again, we understand this is the byproduct of a bad economy. But where does
our dates to Subway just to protest.
it all end? We already know USD is not shy when it comes to raising tuition
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS
The Alumni Association
invites you to apply for
scholarships at:

Large selection of:
fresh fruits and vegetables,

www.sandiego.edu/futurealumni

Deadline: Thursday, Feb. 24
Responsibilities:
making graphics
for articles and
assisting editors
with layout. You
must be
available on
Tuesdays.
COMM credit is
offered.

Milk, bread, beverages,
groceries, frozen foods
and much more!

Scholarships recognize:
. Campus involvement impacting
future USD students
. Exceptional service to the University
or the community
. Greek life community involvement
. Science, nursing, counseling and
r
ministry students
J
. Seniors, juniors, sophomores,
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
freshmen and graduate students

Qan Y) jPOT)

OCXxi LTlCgvJ

Located next to Rose Donuts,
just down the hill from USD.
(619) 692-3811

If interested,
please e-mail

5201 Linda Vista Rd
We accept all major credit cards]

hmeans@usdvista.com

Sponsored by the USD Alumni Association

ATM available inside
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AREYOU...
/ A JUNIOR WITH AT LEAST 60 UNITS?
/ IN THE TOP35% OF YOUR CLASS ACADEMICALLY?
' 2011/12 - Minimum GPA - 3.41
/ EXPERIENCED IN
EMMIE,
SCHOUWIP,
AND MICE?

'

IF YOU MEET THESEREQUIREMENTS, YOU ARE INVITED TO BE
CONSIDERED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
TIMCliCMTER OF MOMMD,
THE NATIONAL COLLEGE SENIOR HONOR SOCIETY.

Packets will be mailed to eligible students the week ofjanuary 21,2111. If youmeet the
above criteria and do not receive a packet,please call (§) 260-4720.
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Going Abroad for a Cause:
USD Medical Brigades

"Our trip to Honduras was one of the
most fulfilling and rewarding activities I
have ever participated in. Our ability to
make a positive impact in the lives of over
1,800 people shows the strength, drive
and commitment of our group"
Kyle Scozzafava, class of 2013

By Chelsea Robinson
Living in the United States, we can be a little sheltered from
the voids that the rest of the world experiences on a daily basis.
For example, there are many people who do not have access to
adequate health care. Fortunately, there are groups that exist
with the sole purpose of helping the less fortunate. The Global
Brigades is the world's largest student-led nonprofit health
organization. With 110 chapters around the United States, the
United Kingdom, Canada and Ireland, the Medical Brigades is
internationally recognized. There is even a chapter here at USD.
Comprised of 30 students seeking careers in health care, the
organization's mission is to provide underserved areas with free
medical care. Our country just passed a universal health care bill,
and these students are living proof of the concept in action.
On Jan. 3 through 13, the USD chapter traveled to
Honduras. They collaborated with Sociedad de los Ninos, a
nonprofit organization with the sole mission of providing a
nurturing environment for the children of Honduras. Besides
being extremely susceptible to hurricanes and floods on the
coast, Honduras is an impoverished area. According to the CIA
World Factbook, 38 percent of the population are children age
zero to 14 years, with only 3.6 percent living past the age of 65
years. Because of the unequal distribution of income and high
unemployment, 65 percent of the population are living in poverty.
They can barely afford basic necessities, much less health care.
Twenty-four undergraduate students, two physicians and
one registered nurse congregated in San Diego and prepared for
the journey. Before the departure, the team had undergone months
of travel planning and organization. Medication and supplies were
donated and $6,000 was raised to support their medical efforts.
The group received immunizations for hepatitis A, typhoid fever
and waterborne diseases and stocked up on anti-malarial drugs.
They also learned basic medical care procedures, such as taking
blood pressure, studied the country of Honduras and brushed up
on conversational Spanish. The trip that was merely a vision in
March of last year was now a reality. Early on the morning of
Jan. 4, the group arrived at the airport, each responsible for two
suitcases full of medication and supplies.
After 12 hours of travel, including long layovers, the
group arrived in Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras. Members
of the Global Medical Brigades, the parent organization, picked
them up at the airport. A two-hour bus ride and a national police
escort later, the group arrived at the compound, Flor Azul, in the
Honduran countryside. Right away, the group was informed that

7 will never forget the joy and the
trust in the eyes of every patient we
saw. These people were so happy
just to have an opportunity to
see a doctor. This experience has
reinforced my desire to become a
physician and\ as a physician, one
to use my skills to serve the less
fortunate in the U.S. and abroad."
Shane Smith, class of 2012

they would have no Internet, cell phones or warm showers for
nine days.
After unpacking and settling into the dorms, the group
immediately began preparing the first brigade. They set up a
temporary pharmacy that would be replenished and sorted for
the next day's brigade. The group ended up sorting and labeling
thousands of medications over the next week.
The first brigade occurred in a rural village another two
hours from the compound in a small town called Santa Cruz. The
town was an hour away from any medical clinic, and most of the
villagers did not have a car or enough money for a ride into the
closest large city. They joined up with three Honduran doctors,
two Honduran dentists, a Honduran pharmacist, numerous drivers
from the Global Medical Brigades and national policemen for the
next six days of brigading.
A line of people waiting outside of the town's schoolhouse
to receive care greeted them. At the schoolhouse, six different
medical areas were set up: a triage area, a doctor and eye exam
area, a gynecology exam area, a dental exam area, an educational
health talk area and a pharmacy station. At each station, students
worked side by side with medical professionals. The professionals
of the brigade, Dr. Andrew Tucker (father of Nicole Tucker, class
of 2013), Dr. Chris Gualtieri (USD alumni) and Ellen Shackford,
RN (mother of Meghan Shackford, class of 2012) assisted the
students in these efforts. The students assisted the professionals
in triage, physical exams, dental extractions and cleanings, eye
exams and prescription filling. Although they experienced handson care and patient interaction, the students did not perform any
medical procedure that they were not properly trained to perform.
The group saw approximately 300 patients each day. After
three days they switched to a different site for another three days.
They arrived in Las Crucitas, an hour from their compound in the
Honduran mountains. They provided medical care to over 1,800
people in six days, who would have probably not received the
care had the brigades not been there to assist.
Throughout the entire trip, each brigade member kept up
the enthusiasm. They traveled or worked every day from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m. It is abundantly clear that their passion for the cause
was manifested through their work.
USD Medical Brigades is in the process of planning
another Honduras trip this summer. Tentative dates are Aug. 10
to 18, 2011. The recruitment and application process will begin
in the next few weeks.

Jackie Parks, class of 2012, and Kevin Cipriano,
Class of 2013 taking blood pressure at the Las
Crucitas Brigade site.

Shane Smith, class of 2012, USD Medical Brigades co-founder, taking blood
pressure at the Santa Cruz Brigadesite.

"This trip not only strengthened my desire
to become a doctor; but it also helped me
gather a greater understanding of the
world. It is one thing hearing about all
of the poverty in the world, but seeing it
firsthand makes one truly understand the
hardships that so many people deal with
on a daily basis."
Kevin Cipriano, class of 2013
Jourdain Artz, class of 2012, taking blood pressure atthe Las Crucitas site.

Honduras

Brenna Espelien and NicoleTucker, both class of 2013, wittrtacal
children at the Las Crucitas Brigade site.

*

Flor Azul, Honduras

All Photos by Shane Smith

This was an incredible experience
that changed my outlook on the
important things in life."
Kristen Linaker; class of 2013
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Why I went to Sundance and saw only one film
Bv Kyle Strickland
In Hollywood, it's all about who
you know. 1 found that this old saying
also stands true at Sundance, a Hollywood-On-Ice of sorts, where knowing
the right people gets you all the exclu
sivity of Los Angeles' glam lifestyle.
Not to drop any names or say anything
conceited, but movies take the back
seat when you're taking shots with the
cast of "Glee", trying to get into James
Franco's party and chilling with 50
Cent's crew in VIP.
But if you, a not-so-well-connected
plebian, are to envision the Sundance
Film Festival, you are most likely to
think of two weeks full of independent
films, like "Napoleon Dynamite," "Lit
tle Miss Sunshine" and others that have
been picked up and commercialized
on a national, even international scale.
Such is the common conception of Sun
dance; it is a place where you go to see
good lower-budget movies in a place
where they can compete with Holly
wood production giants like Lionsgate
and Magnolia.
So, if you spent the previous two
weeks freezing your backside off in
line for more than three movies at the
festival, I applaud your efforts. With
an increasing amount of attractions vy
ing for your attention and an exponen
tially growing base of attendance, it is
no longer simply an independent film
festival for people in the independent
film business. Music, exclusive parties
and other events are gravitating in a big
way to the festival. It isn't the same
indie festival "for the love" of making
and watching the movies themselves,
as director Kevin Smith described it.
Getting tickets is hard enough; actually
watching the movies instead of attend
ing the crazy events, big name music
performances and exclusive parties is
way harder.
When Lil Jon was asked what he
likes about the festival, he responded,
"Sundance is like one of the best parties
every year... You can get a lot of free
stuff...and you can party all night."
Movies? Not for partiers like Lil
Jon and me. We are just going to bed
when the first of those dedicated moviegders start lining up at the theater doors.
What has become of Sundance,
then? Has it sold out? Robert Redford
and Sterling Van Wagenen, two of the
most influential men involved in start
ing and promoting the first Sundance
Film Festival in 1978, would agree that

Strickland/The Vista

The press, busy with both the filmmakers

and the celebrities alike.

Photo Courtesy of The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas

Sundance parties have become as much an attraction as the films themselves,

the new crowd the festival attracts has
been detracting from its original vision.
"Keeping a shoestring idea of the festi
val has become our core," Redford said
at the opening ceremony before this
year's festival.
Unfortunately, it is hard to maintain
this with the amount of corporate-spon
sored events, Hollywood corporations
and exclusive celebrity celebrations
that flood the streets of Park City dur
ing the festival.
Smith, a man most widely recog
nized as the character Silent Bob but
more importantly as director and pro
ducer of such films as "Clerks," "Dog
ma" and his current Sundance entry,
"Red State," considers the whole thing
"obscene," especially the corporate
aspect of the indie films trying to "hit
it big" with the big name companies.
These companies peruse the films and
buy out anything that looks promising
enough to earn them tons of money.
Smith's first film, "Clerks," entered
Sundance in 1994 and was picked up in
a similar fashion by Miramax. At the
recent premiere of "Red State," howev
er, Smith explained how he has come to
see this process as degrading to the idea
of an independent film. He mockingly
opened his movie up for bid, selling it

Hi, how are you?

right back to himself. His goal is to per
sonally market and represent the movie
across the states, keeping his movie in
dependent through and through.
His decision to keep his movie
off the table sets even the "shoestring"
idea of Sundance back. Does Sundance
really come down to showcasing in
dependent films to wealthy producers
who will pour money onto the films
until they spit more back out to them?
Does this Hollywood involvement en
able partiers like Lil Jon and me to have
such a raging time? Is it all right, or is
it all wrong?
Rob Strickland, a member of the
Technology Committee of this year's
Sundance Institute Board of Directors,
likens the changes in Sundance with the
changes that can be found in any grow
ing business, but makes sure to high
light the distinction between Sundance
itself and the growing attractions that
crowd around it.
"Companies grow, and in turn they
take on new directions that increase
revenues," Strickland said. "Sundance
is similar; it is a company that was de
signed to both bring revenues to the
state of Utah and also serve as a place
for films to shine outside of the blinding
lights in Hollywood. Sundance itself
cannot prevent all of the distractions
that arise on the peripherals, but it can
try and stay true to its core beliefs."
Sundance cannot help but attract
stars, who in turn attract parties, who in

Photo by Jame Bremner

Kevin Smith, director and producer of this year's Sundance film, "Red State."

turn attract hordes of people and obvi
ous corporate marketing opportunities.
The nature of the event attracts numer
ous types of people, whether they are
looking to capitalize on the event or

just enjoy it. No matter what you go to
Sundance for, there is one thing 1 can
say for certain about the event: you will
have a blast no matter what side of the
festival you are going to see.

Oscar nominations for 2011

By Kyle Strickland
We USD students are uncomfort
ably familiar with each other. Our
school is small and it is all too easy
to run into 15 people I know in the 10
minutes between classes, and I'm not
even your typical super-chill, popular
frat bro either.
Making eye contact and say
ing "Hi, how are you?" has become
more nerve-wracking for me on cam
pus than ever before and I have been
avoiding it as much as possible. I've
been taking different routes, com
ing early and avoiding places like the
ever popular eatery, La Paloma, and
the Back-Library Frat-Sorority SuperChill Study Spot in Copley (you know
what I'm talking about).
Why has it become so difficult to
be polite and chipper with my college
acquaintances? And why am I turning
into the unresponsive zombie that I
don't appreciate? I have a few theo
ries.
1. Far too many times, when try
ing to be warm by acknowledging an
acquaintance's presence, I was re
ceived coldly or uncomfortably with
strange and nervous half-smiles and
an increased-paced evasion.
2. My name, the other's name
or the nature of our acquaintance has
been forgotten, and conversation be
came ridiculously awkward because
of this.
3. The simple fact is that we have
not talked in some time, as if we are
not supposed to, and thereby any ac
knowledgement breaks this unspoken
code of ignorance of one another. The
stars become misaligned and the uni
verse collapses upon itself.
There are many other possible
reasons, but it is a well-documented
phenomenon on the USD campus—

we students just do not acknowledge
each other as much as normal human
beings ought to. As much as I would
love to keep ignoring people, stay a
comfortable distance and simply act
like I've already graduated, I won't.
These coming months are my last
here at school. Maybe I won't ever
see you again. But I will say hello
and drop the ridiculous pretending
like I don't know you, especially be
cause many of you pretend you don't
know me. I will be that guy scream
ing across the street, "What's good
Bob?" and you will be that awkward
dumbass running away in embarrass
ment.
Or will you? I challenge you,
USD, to be more open. Stop avoiding
that guy who you haven't said a word
to in public, even though you had a
five-minute
conversation at a party.
Stop being so freaking quiet in your
classes and turn to a random class
mate and tell her you like her shoes.
Talk to new people, talk to old friends
and at least say hello when you know
the other person wants to but isn't go
ing to. If you don't remember their
name, just ask; it's not as embarrass
ing as avoiding them completely.
I am unhappy with how unfriend
ly we are in classrooms as well. We
all know that awkward silence that
plagues the class on the first few days,
and unfortunately for many classes,
that silence never leaves. Is it the
fact that people are scared to be over
heard? Is it because the teacher is sit
ting there, menacing before you in the
five minutes before class starts and
causing you to rethink conversation
with your neighbor?
I have decided to be talkative.
That awkward silence isn't necessary;
we can ask the teacher how he or she
is doing, say hello to our fellow class
mates and start making new connec
tions. I wish I had taken this advice
earlier in college.
I know it can be hard to be out
going and social at this level. It can
really take guts to break free from our
USD social norms. Don't let differ
ences in sororities, fraternities, majors
or what kind of car you drive guide
who you talk to; I say give it a try, and
next time you see me, say hello.

By Ben Burmeister

It's that time of year again. A time
for red carpets, overvalued attire and
fashionista fodder. A time to shower
praise on those who need it most. A
time to speculate about whether Nata
lie Portman can physically carry an
8.5-pound shiny statuette with her brit
tle, ballerina arms. A time for dreamers
who aspire to someday hold that little
golden man in their hands to pump
themselves up with delusions and par
allels of their success while others are
given another reason to acknowledge
their misfortune in the genetic lottery.
But most of all, it is a time to sit back
and scrutinize Hollywood's finest tal
ents on their performances in the year's
best films. Here are my 2011 predic
tions and analysis of the upcoming Os
cars set to air on Feb. 27.

Best Picture: "The King's Speech"
This award is a two-horse race at
this point. "The Social Network," the
tweaked biopic of Facebook co-creator
Mark Zuckerberg, was a tour de force
for director David Fincher in one of the
more culturally relevant films of the
year. However, "The King's Speech,"
a biopic of King George VI of Britain
and his trials and tribulations with his
speech impediment, has garnered the
most nominations and has a pretty
good chance of winning most of its
categories. It is an interesting thought,
considering that the film is entirely pro
duced by the British, which indicates a
"Slumdog"-like imminence of their
victory. However, the film is every
bit deserving of the hype, a poignant
story of conquering fear and finding
your voice that resonates with all of its
viewers.

Best Director: David Fincher,
"The Social Network"
Tom Hooper of "The King's
Speech" has recently received awards
from the Director's Guild of America
and has also gained support from the
Screen Actors Guild and Producers
Guild, but that does not mean he is a

lock for the title of best director. This
award often goes hand in hand with the
best picture award, but Fincher's ambi
tion and dialogue is difficult to ignore,
even if "The Social Network" does not
earn best picture.

Best Actress: Natalie Portman,
"Black Swan"
Natalie Portman is coming off
a Golden Globe win as well as some
gossip about a possible tryst with her
director, Darren Aronofsky. Portman's
role as a tense, dedicated ballerina who
gradually loses her head as her per
formance in "Swan Lake" looms ever
closer. This is close to a no-brainer, so
the real reason to look forward to her
victory is another self-indulgent accep
tance speech gaffe, like at the Golden
Globes.
Best Actoi*: Colin Firth, "The
King's Speech"
Colin Firth may roll to a victory
here after garnering best actor honors
at the Golden Globes last month. Javier
Bardem could surprise people here with
his critically acclaimed performance as
a single father trying to make sure his
children have a safe future as his death
approaches. An interesting twist is that
James Franco happens to be co-hosting
this year's ceremony with Anne Hatha
way, but I would say that this fact alone
writes him off. Firth should run away
with this one.
Best

Supporting

Actress:

Hailee Steinfeld, "True Grit"
No front runners in this category.
Steinfeld is the 13-year-old wunderkind that stole the spotlight of the
2010 remake of "True Grit" as a young
woman seeking vengeance against her
father's murderer, providing a surpris
ingly intelligent and agile performance
from such a young actress. Melissa Leo
and Amy Adams have equal chances
for their roles in "The Fighter," but I
don't think either one has the strength
or screen time to overcome Steinfeld.
Helena Bonham Carter may ride the
success of "The King's Speech" to a
dark horse win, which would indicate
the start of a sweep for the film. It's up
for grabs.

Best Supporting Actor: Chris
tian Bale, "The Fighter"
Geoffrey Rush was magnificent in
"The King's Speech" as the unlicensed
speech therapist of King George VI,
giving the role a deadpan humor that
matched well with his character's mys
teriously quirky confidence in his cli
ents, a great foil for the temperamental
role of the king provided by Firth.
Bale played Dicky Eklund, a
washed out boxer years removed from
his fighting career who would become
the trainer for his kid brother, who is
a fighter as well. The catch? Eklund
is addicted to crack-cocaine. A small
clip of the man that Bale's character is
based off of at the end of "The Fighter"
provides insight into just how perfectly
Bale morphed into the role.
Mark Ruffalo was brilliant in "The
Kids Are All Right" as well, so this one
could be a toss-up. I would give this
one to Bale based on sheer dedication
to the film and unquestionable talent in
his emulation of Eklund.
Best Foreign Language Film:
"In A Better World" (Denmark)
A Danish film centered on a doc
tor commuting between his home in
Denmark and an African refugee camp
and his suffering marriage and troubled
children. A heart-wrenching flick that
will be difficult to ignore for the Acad
emy.

Best Documentary Feature:
"Restrepo"
An intense look at a year with
the Second Platoon, a troop of the US
military that is surrounded by war and
fighting for a strategically important
geographic region of Afghanistan. An
impressive piece that redefines investi
gative journalism and brings the battle
in the Middle East home.

Best Animated Feature Film:
"Toy Story 3"
The folks at Pixar continue their
reign over this category with the third
installment of the toys that speak."How
to Train Your Dragon" will provide a
good chase, but will prove no match for
the most ubiquitous animated franchise
America has produced.
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The Decemberists stay in tune with past efforts
ALBUM, continued from Front Page
melancholy lyricism, archaic diction
and folk-rock instrumentation. That
being said, the song was pretty and
Meloy's melodies grew on me until,
almost without my knowledge, The
Decemberists' entire discography was
in my catalogue.
The band's discography has a
definable trajectory. The band was
consistently solid all the way through
the 2000s until their 2009 release,
"The Hazards of Love," an ambitious
rock opera that was extremely
divisive to their fan base (possibly
due to a laborious plot about mystical
creatures and forest fauna that wasn't
worth the effort to try and understand
for even the most dedicated of their
followers). However, "The King is
Dead" hit No. 1 in sales in the United
States last week. The album shows
the band's return to simpler melodies
that find beauty in the basics while
remaining complex enough to stay
true to their roots and tempt dictionary
usage (try "panoply" and "barany").
The Decemberists are difficult
to appreciate, especially because
most don't understand (much less try
to understand) all of the references
to outmoded fables and bizarre
tales. However, the band still strikes
universal chords and humanistic
themes in the specific, painstakingly
descriptive stories they weave, and
their sound is listenable despite their
esoteric linguistic choices.
Though the album has overly
crisp production, the result is good,
not great. It is very much in the vein of
Wilco's early work, with some songs
that could theoretically show up on
country stations. The instrumentation
is solid as always, incorporating
the slide guitar and the harmonica,
recalling George Strait and Emmylou
Harris. Meloy's lyrics are just as
opaque as his best work, averse to
the storytelling that hampered "The
Hazards of Love." His voice has
gradually become more relaxed and
unrestrained, which correlates with
his quoted objective for the album:
to "write some pretty songs." 1 don't
buy that entirely. The band seems to

be growing up. Although the album
is nonlinear and plot-less, there are
some new, mature topics present in
his verbose constructions, like the
enduring power of nature and the
feelings of parenthood. That being
said, many of the songs still feel rigid
and controlled, making me feel that
the band is incapable of breaking
stride like so much of the album
yearns to.
The first track, "Don't Carry It
All," is a triumphant return to their
old craft, a gorgeous testament to
stop worrying and enjoy each other.
The entire album tends to have the
"ashes to ashes, dust to dust" vibe,
relinquishing power to nature, thus
lifting burdens. The album's title,
"The King is Dead," can be interpreted
as only slightly somber. Upon further
listening of the album, it tends to carry
the connotations of a total release
from authority and attainment of new
freedoms and beginnings.
"Rise To Me," my favorite
song on the album, uses nature as a
foundation for fatherhood. Meloy's
lyrics are some of the best he's
conjured, perhaps due to how near the
topic is to his heart, as his young son
was recently diagnosed with autism.
"Hey Henry, can you hear me?/ Let me
see those eyes/ This distance between
us/ Can seem of mountain size."
"Down By The Water" has been
on constant rotation on the radio, and
has been accused of using the melody
from R.E.M.'s "The One I Love."
It retains a bit of authenticity and
originality, but still sounds a bit too
familiar and antiquated. The last song
on the album, "Dear Avery," is a poetic
homage to war, described by Meloy
as a letter from a mother to her son
overseas. It features gratuitous use of
the slide guitar alongside a heavy dose
of homesickness and heartbreak. The
album is as equally suited for easy
listening as it is for cross-country road
trips. Meloy's penchant for simplicity
has also cultivated versatility.
Although some may find a few of
the songs to be trite rehashes of folk
and alternative country influences,
The Decemberists have taken a
step back from their loquacious
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The Decemberists released "The King is Dead" on Jan. 18.

proclivities lyrically and made a
concise, sweet collection of songs. It
is by no means their best work, but the
songs flow and the band has returned
to what garnered them critical and
public acclaim in the past.

They have moved toward a more
accessible sound, which is a move that
doesn't always work. Such a move
can compromise artistic vision, and
Meloy's vision was certainly affected.
I see this album as a stepping stone,

as the release is not overwhelming
enough to propel the band into the
upper echelon of folk rock quite yet.
However, for The Decemberists,
maybe settling for being consistently
good isn't such a bad thing.

Freddie "Gangsta" Gibbs makes the calls for himself
By Will Schmidt
Nas would say that hip hop is dead
and that she died in Dec. 2006. How
ever, hip hop did not die; she merely
went on hiatus. Now, some people
would say that hip hop never really
left at all and that one would be crazy
to think otherwise. However, as the
1990s came to a close and turned the
corner into the new millennium, did
hip hop turn that corner as well?
With a new decade came a new
generation of rappers who branched
away from the genre of gangster, so
cially conscious roots to a more mate
rialistic view of their inherited music.
The function of hip hop shifted from
allowing the world to witness a graph
ic struggle that most of us would never
experience to a means to boast about
money, women, cars, clothes and par
ties. The embodiment of a struggle
through the music was fading out of
popularity. However, a glorious re
turn was made on July 29,2010, when
Freddie "Gangsta" Gibbs dropped his
new mix tape, "Str8 Killa No Filla,"
which defies all current hip hop status
quo.
This mixtape tells the tale of a
man born into an impoverished neigh
borhood in Gary, IN, a city close to the
southwest border of Michigan and a
little north of Chicago. The true grip
ping nature of this mixtape stems from
Gibbs' philosophy on the music indus
try and why he is in it. In an interview
with Complex Magazine, Gibbs stated,
"Rap's so f****** watered down right
now. With me, I'ma make good music,
be a man of my word, and live how I'm
rapping. It's a fine line between artistry
and authenticity, and I just think that

1 combine all of that, and everybody
can't do that."
Gibbs goes on to explain that a lot
of people in "the rap game are trying to
tell the boss story when 90 percent of
them were never the boss. 1 was never
no coke boss of my neighborhood. I
was a shooter, a corner boy. So that's
the perspective I gotta tell you from.
I can't tell you that perspective of
people who live in those million-dollar
houses, I ain't never had that."
The most interesting quote from
Gibbs is in response to Rick Ross,
and it lends a great deal of insight into
why his music is becoming so popu
lar in the Midwest. "That dude makes
good records, but 1 just can't support
no bold-faced lying on records. I guess
he's entertaining people. It's like a
movie, like 'Scarface'. He can have
that fake lane. I'll stay in the real lane."
Gibbs is not in the hip hop game to em
bellish the details of his life, he is here
to offer truth.
"Str8 Killa No Filla" is comprised
of 21 tracks that are all amazing in
their own unique way. However, the
coolest thing about this mixtape is
that it was produced by Gibbs himself,
with the help of Statik Selektah, Josh
the Goon and DJ Burn One. Gibbs ini
tially signed with Interscope Records,
famous for producing artists 50 Cent
and Eminem, but the label tried to
tailor his sound to fit the mainstream
hip hop culture. Gibbs was opposed to
this, and he decided it would be best
to leave the label with his middle fin
gers raised high in the air before they
ruined his music forever. If this action
does not validate his thoughts on the
industry and what he wants his music
represent, nothing will.
This mixtape shows that Gibbs
has a flow, or rhythm, that speaks to
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"Gangsta" G i b b s t a k e s

pride in his philosophical

the poetic nature of hip hop, and when
he rips through his tracks, tremendous,
rhythmic capabilities are fused with

outlook o n

rap.

harsh subject material to create unparalleled beauty. He elevates hip hop to a
level of poignant creativity that is sim

ply lacking in his contemporaries. In
his most popular song, "National An
them." Gibbs states that "Back when
I was younger/ very ambitious but of
ten blinded by my hunger/ some say I
dream too big and my dream gon' take
me under/ beneath the streets of Gary
would I make it out 1 wonder/ could my
obituary be the next they read amongst
the n***** 1 came up with and fell vic
tim to this dope game/ poverty stricken
so our economy is cocaine ecstacy,
heroin, marijuana aint no hope man."
Hip hop lyrics have not held
meaning like these in years. His actual
music created to support his lyrics is
praiseworthy as well. The beats are a
mixture of Midwest tones, southern
bass and west coast synthesizer. It is
almost like somebody threw Nelly, Dr.
Dre. and Dead Prez in a blender, mixed
it up, and out came a remarkable, au
rally pleasing smoothie.
It is clear that this mix tape repre
sents more than just simple music to
Gibbs. This is the story of his life, and
he would be crushed if he let any per
son, or amount of money, change what
has made him into the man he is today.
He adheres to the principles of authen
ticity in his art so much that he turned
down millions of dollars from a world
renowned record label in order to tell
the first meaningful hip hop story in
the last eight years.
More importantly, he cares what
his fans think of his authenticity. He
keeps very open Facebook and Twitter
pages dedicated to input, and he actu
ally responds to those who give it.
When I recently queried if he
would like a quote to be placed in
this specific article, Gibbs replied,
"Tell them I feel like I'm the best*
^0^' jt ancj can't no
body see me. Period."

Scalpers help Coachella sell out, of tickets
By Ryan Coghill
Out with the new and in with
the old and in with the old and in
with the old has become the trend
for Coachella's infamous lineups.
The majority of big name bands and
artists booked to play the Coachella
Valley Music and Arts Festival on
the weekend of Apr. 15 to 17, have
already graced the Empire Polo Fields
with their presence, some even as
many as four times.
A few bands played two years ago,
such as The Kills, whose frontwoman
Alison Mosshart performed with her
side project, The Dead Weather, last
year. Others, such as Sleigh Bells, are

coming back for the second year in a
row, while Coachella vets The Black
Keys will be returning for the fourth
time.
Then there are the headliners,
Kings of Leon. Arcade Fire and Kanye
West. Kings of Leon made their
Coachella debut back in 2007, when
their sound was raw and unproduced.
Arcade Fire played in 2005 and then
again in 2007, each year after the
release of a new album.
This will be Kanye West's second
appearance, his first being in 2006
when he was added late to the bill.
Now he is headlining the third day of
the festival. Kanye West, why must
you ruin everything?

Some believe that having an
enormously popular act like Kanye
West is what caused tickets to sell out
in record time, five days to be exact.
But tickets aren't just in the hands of
fans. They are in the possession of an
evil money-hungry animal known as
the scalper.
Online trading sites such as
e-Bay, Craigslist and Stubhub are
evidence that many of the tickets
were purchased by scalpers in bulk,
not mainstreamers eager to see the
controversial rapper. Is it really
logical to think that the festival sold
out because of the names on the
bill anyway? Such opinions will
only cause West's head to explode,

resulting in the Palm Desert area
being wiped off the map or Arcade
Fire writing a pretentious album about
themselves.
However, music isn't the only
aspect of the festival that attracts
ticket buyers. The three-day event has
become an excuse to party and take
drugs without consequence, or so one
would like to assume. The festival
has become so popular that teenyboppers are begging their parents
for $300 so they can run around
aimlessly and unsupervised, oblivious
to the importance of having so much
amazing music in one confined area.
When all is said and done,
Coachella has become a status symbol.

One might feel,unconsciously superior
to their peers who were unaware that
a life-changing festival was taking
place the previous weekend. Because
of this urge to be different, which has
become increasingly cool in the past
years and has now become the norm,
more people are attending music
festivals for the eminence rather than
the music.
But will this take away from the
experience that music lovers spent
upwards of $300 for? Will there be
too many deadbeats roaming the Polo
Fields? As long as one can ignore the
riff-raff and still enjoy the music they
paid to see in the first place, things
should work out.
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Restaurant Week in San Diego
A review of Cucina Urbana and JRDN
By Allie Safran
Restaurant Week, an event that
has been marked on my calendar for
months, left a lasting impression on
San Diegans this past week. Restaurant
Week occurs twice per year and
consists of over 160 of San Diego's
best and most popular restaurants.
Participating restaurants create
fixed-price,
three-course meals for
$20, $30 or $40 to showcase their
most popular menu items or new
specialty dishes. Although these prices
may seem expensive, the variety
and quality of these meals make the
Restaurant Week menus quite popular
and an excellent way to discover new
eateries around town.
Cucina Urbana, located in the
heart of Banker's Hill, is a sustainable
Italian kitchen and wine bar. Upon
arrival to Cucina Urbana, 1 was
impressed with the creativity of the
restaurant's decor and the friendly
greetings from the hostess stand.
Although
busy, Cucina Urbana
maintained an intimate atmosphere,
and the service was unfaltering.
Our table was situated in front
of the wine cellar, which sorted
wines into clever categories such as
"unconventional" to describe "the
coolest whites we've ever had" and
"bigger, but not too big"to characterize
medium body bottles of wine.
The
wine
selection
was
impressive, but even better were the
imaginative menu options. Appetizers
such as stuffed fried squash blossoms,
risotto carbonara and Mediterranean
mussels caught the eyes and stomachs
of the table and did not disappoint.
Salad options were plentiful
as well. The burrata and prosciutto
caprese was particularly noteworthy,
combining fresh burrata cheese with
aged balsamic reduction, mixed
greens and juicy rosso bruno tomatoes.
The Little Gem Caesar salad put an
interesting twist on the typical Caesar
by adding tomatoes and tons of extra
cheesy croutons. The Little Gem was
on the $20 menu, alongside the spicy
shrimp puttanesca angel hair which
combined olives, capers and tomatoes.

Allie Safran/TheVista

Cucina Urbana and JRDN both dished out some of the best meals during Restaurant Week this year. From Bankers Hill to Pacific Beach, one can find great variety and superb quality
at both of these restaurants.

Pizzas were a popular order
throughout the duration of Restaurant
Week, and there were several to
choose from. The pear and gorgonzola
pizza was prepared to perfection, from
the homemade, firewood-baked crust
to the caramelized onion and arugula
on top. I, however, am partial to pasta
and particularly enjoyed the goat
cheese and toasted almond ravioli.
I originally thought the dish would
be too rich, but to my surprise it was
wonderfully executed. The sauce was
light, the ravioli was savory and the
almonds and asparagus added texture.
Although all dishes were delicious,
the fiscalini cheddar and herb biscuits
would have to be my favorite. Served
in twos for $3.75, these biscuits were
crunchy on the outside, soft on the
inside and all around exploding with
flavor, especially with the smoked
bacon butter served on the side to dip

The fleet of
killer foxes

By Kaitlin Perry
Once upon a time there was a mu
sic festival called Coachella. Coachella
was bom in October, 1999, and served
as a temporary home for a large variety
of musicians, artists, wannabe musi
cians, wannabe artists and fans alike.
What was once a one or two-day festi
val with no onsite camping has grown
into a three-day festival with plenty of
onsite camping, for which the sold out
passes are selling on eBay for the likes
of$500 a pop.
Coachella features prominent
bands in the world of "good" mu
sic. Two years ago, when I attended
Coachella for the first time. Fleet Foxes
played on the outdoor stage, perform
ing "Sun it Rises" as the sun was set
ting, a beautiful irony that makes my
stomach flutter to this day. I've been
* waiting anxiously for the band to re
lease their second album, and upon
hearing that the album was due this
past Christmas, I thought that seeing
their name on the Coachella lineup was
a sure thing, so I prepared myself for
that moment of pure happiness.
Coachella, however, decided on
Kanye West instead, and I threw up in
my mouth a little bit. Yes, I'm a hater,
but I think it's for good reason. I plan
on punching anybody wearing Kanye
glasses right between the lenses.
I swallowed my vomit, howev
er, as soon as I saw The Kills on the
lineup. I'm in love with Alison Mosshart and thought I would have to wait
a year or two until I would get to see
her again. Fortunately she decided to
reunite with her fellow Kills bandmate
and release a new album in April titled
"Blood Pressure." I can't imagine it be
ing anything less than incredible and 1
look forward to downloading it some
what illegally as soon as it's available
(I'd buy it, but I spent all of my money

on my Coachella ticket).
Back to Fleet Foxes. The album
that was due out last Christmas is now
due out on May 6. Thank the god of
the arts! I desperately needed a worth
while new album that was of substance
and dedication as opposed to having to
meet a deadline and throw some cli
ches and guitar riff ripoffs. "Helpless
ness Blues" is one of the prettiest songs
I've heard since I discovered Memoryhouse and was exposed to the solo
work of Robin Pecknold (Fleet Foxes'
lead singer). Their album (also titled
"Helplessness Blues") has a super cool
cover as well. It's guaranteed to be my
desktop background for days and days
and days and days...
Interestingly, Fleet Foxes and The
Kills are not too similar in their music
styles, but I love them both pretty much
equally. Depending on the events that
my day consists of, each band's music
is extremely motivating and prepares
me for my many responsibilities. Come
exams, Fleet Foxes soothe my anxiet
ies and slowly eliminate the pain in my
chest. Come the weekend, The Kills
prepare me for the crazy antics that
the-streets of Pacific Beach bring, and
they also prepare me for the annoying
creepy men that come into my restau
rant to dine and drink and hit on young
women.
I look forward to creating a new
playlist for my new/used iPod Nano
lent to me by my kindhearted and gen
erous mother (my boyfriend allowed
my nice 60 gig iPod to chill in a cupholder full of water). I also look for
ward to seeing these bands live, Fleet
Foxes for the second time and The
Kills for the first.
For those of you not fortunate
enough to have purchased a Coach
ella ticket before they sold out in re
cord time, The Kills will be playing at
the House of Blues on April 15 with
Foals. I've never heard of Foals, but if
Mosshart likes them I'm sure they're
extremely badass. Fleet Foxes will be
playing in San Diego as well. I'd tell
you the date and location, but I'd like
to get my tickets before you do since
the show will probably sell out.
Happy Thursday, and good luck
saving up $1,000 for your Coachella
ticket.

them in.
From salads to pizza to pastas
to biscuits, Cucina Urbana provides
a family-style atmosphere with
affordable and creative meals.
The second Restaurant Week
restaurant at which I dined was JRDN
(pronounced
Jordan)
Restaurant,
but unfortunately 1 had missed the
Restaurant Week specials by a day.
Fortunately, the restaurant will likely
be participating in Restaurant Week
again in the fall. Nonetheless, the
beautiful, beachfront restaurant was
worth every dollar.
Located between Mission Beach
and Pacific Beach, the high-class
restaurant seems almost out of place
but is actually a welcome change from
the taco shops and rollerbladers that
surround it. The evening started out
well with complimentary valet parking
at the adjacent hotel, Tower 23. As I

opened the menu, I was surprised to
find an insert with a build-your-own
salad option for just $10. With this
option, one can choose their favorite
type of lettuce, dressing and five
toppings. I chose the butter lettuce and
herb vinaigrette dressing with candied
pecans, red onions, roasted peppers,
croutons and cucumbers and it exceded
my expectations. The lettuce was fresh
and crisp, the toppings were plentiful
and the salad as a whole made for the
perfect appetizer.
For the main course, I ordered the
seared sea scallops, which were quite
possibly some of the best I've ever
had. Scallops can be a particularly
tricky fish to cook, often turning out
too raw or rubbery, but these were
cooked to perfection. The scallops
were very lightly fried and served on
top of a generous amount of risotto
and vegetable medley, both side dishes

complementing the scallops' faint
lemon flavoring.
For the meat lovers, JRDN
offers a unique build-your-own steak
section on their menu. Customers can
choose their cut of steak, their rub,
sauce and sides. A popular choice is
the six-ounce tenderloin topped with
the "chef's thunder," which consists
of caramelized sweet onions, Point
Reyes blue cheese and aged balsamic
vinegar. Other cuts included an eightounce tenderloin, 14-ounce rib eye and
20-ounce porterhouse. Several sides
include Yukon gold mashed potatoes,
grilled asparagus and an outstanding
and creamy macaroni and cheese. All
entrees on the menu range from $26
to $45.
Although not conducive to an
everyday meal, JRDN sets the perfect
scene for a special occasion and is sure
to impress a date.

Skrillex at Voyeur
Popular dubstep DJ to play on Feb. 9 and 10
By Elliott Sencan
Skrillex's name has quickly be
come synonymous with the best dirty
beats and whomptastic jams around
today, something even more suprising given his past musical history.
Before there was Skrillex, master of
the dub and purveyor of nasty break
downs, there was Sonny Moore, the
lead singer in the post hardcore band
From First To Last. Sonny left the
band, chose his DJ name from an old
AOL screename, and began dropping
dirty dubstep remixes of pop songs
like "Rock that Body" by the Black
Eyed Peas, "Just the Way You Are" by
Bruno Mars and "Bad Romance" by
Lady Gaga. This, combined with the
ability to put together a great DJ set,
quickly made Skrillex a huge crowd
favorite, resulting in booking clubs
and festivals all over the world.
Listen to his music and its easy
to see why; his ability to incorporate
such different sounds into his sonic
assaults are second to none. Are you a
dubhead thriving off of bass wobble?
Or are you more into French house
gods, like Daft Punk or Justice? Skril
lex's carefully crafted sounds are the
product of both; catchy synth leads,
arpeggiators and garbled modulated
voice samples are just as common as
machine gun wobble bass, dubstep
beats and even old school dub good
ness. This is made even better because
Skrillex has both some of the catchiest
melodies and some of the dirtiest bass
rolls and scratches in the music busi
ness today.
Skrillex is returning Feb. 9 to
Voyeur to show off his talents be
hind the ones and twos. Skrillex's
last show at Voyeur is one of my alltime favorites; I have never seen such
a cross genre show. The bass assault
melted my face, the vibe was perfect,
and the set was just the right mix of
club bangers, originals and deep cuts
that make a show cross over from or
dinary to extraordinary.
Opening for him is the live dimm
er and DJ Duo DJ Aero and Tommy
Lee! Catch them tearing down Voy
eur this Thursday, Feb. 9, with doors
opening at 9 p.m.
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Sonny Moore, aka Skrillex, is a newly popular DJ in the dubstep genre.
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"Turandot," by Giacomo Puccini, is being performed this week by the San Diego Opera.

The San Diego Opera
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Spring 2011 preview
By Cedric Hubert
"Mimi!" Rodolfo cries. His exasperation
is directly followed by a deafening chord that
represents the horrifying action of ripping
two lovers apart. The curtain falls, and the
entire audience jumps to its feet for a standing
ovation. Throughout the thunderous applause
and the screams of "Bravo!" I am incapable of
movement, gripping the arms of my seat with
chills running through my core. Mimi is dead.
When most people think of opera, they
imagine a fat lady with a Viking hat breaking
glass with a high-pitched howl. It is safe to say
that this is no longer an accurate representation
of opera. Opera managers have made a point
in recent years of recruiting younger and
more aesthetically pleasing singers for their
productions.

A friend of mine recently clarified the
reason why voice as an instrument resonates so
well with us as an audience.The reason is simply
due to the fact that it is human, and we have an
innate tendency to relate to it. The connection is
subtle and happens in our subconscious, yet it
makes sense. We are not made of wood, as string
instruments are, nor brass, like a trumpet or a
trombone. We are made of oxygen, carbon and
hydrogen, and we all possess the same genetic
build. It is amazing what kind of beauty can be

produced simply from breathing and exhaling
through vocal chords, granted through training.
Another thing to consider is the antiquity of
the art of opera. The first opera ever performed
was named "Daphne," composed by Jacopo
Corsi. The premier was in 1598, 413 years ago.
Since then, opera has been an extremely popular
form of entertainment, and continues to be.
The question that necessarily follows is why?
The reason is depicted in what is described in
the beginning of this article. It is impossible
to replicate the emotions one feels when fully
immersed in the story and music of live opera.
Everyone appreciates the fine things in life,
and an opera night can definitely be a luxurious
outing. The downtown area of San Diego has
great places to eat, have a drink or just relax
before a night at the opera. However, the San
Diego Opera offers students $200 tickets for the
price of $15 , and at that price, there is no excuse
to not try it out.
This season, the company is producing
"Turandot" by Giacomo Puccini, "Faust" by
Charles Gounod, "Der Rosenkavalier" by
Richard Strauss and the famous "Carmen" by
Georges Bizet. Register online at sdopera.com/
sti for the student ticket initiative and to receive
updates on when there will be offers. The
"Turandot" premiere sold out this past Saturday,
which is a clear indication that opera is here to
stay.

E-mail aneslon@usdvista.com
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"DEATH SALESMAN"
OLD GLOBE

@8p.m.

KARAOKE
The Sandbar
in Mission Beach
@9 p.m.

8

4

MAXIM PARTY

EII "PAPERROY" REED

STINGAREE

THE CASBAH

@ 7 p.m.

@ 8:30p.m.

5
MIXTAPE
HORTON GRAND THEATER

@ 8 p.m.

6

"TURANDOT"
SD OPERA HOUSE

@ 2 p.m.

9

THE BUTCHERS AND
THE BUILDERS
The Casbah
@ 7 p.m.
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Freshman pitcher Dylan Covey enjoying life as a Torero
A diabetes diagnosis is a mere bump in the road for Covey
By John Sandberg
If someone had asked 19-yearold Dylan Covey in June where he
thought he would be in eight months,
he may not have been able to give
a definitive answer. His response,
though, most likely would not have
been USD, or any other college
campus for that matter.
This
uncertainty,
however,
would have had nothing to do
with Covey's performance in the
classroom or on the baseball diamond.
Covey was taken by the Milwaukee
Brewers as the 14th overall selection
in Major League Baseball's FirstYear Player Draft on June 7. Covey
says he "absolutely" intended to sign
with the Brewers upon being drafted.
"There was no doubt in my
mind I was going to get what we
were asking for and it was going to
go smoothly."
Things took a dramatic turn for
Covey, his family and the Brewers on
Aug. 14. With the signing deadline
just two days away, Dylan went to
the doctor for a routine visit.
"I was getting my arm checked
out with a doctor in Los Angeles
and they just told me to head over to
their doctor because he was only 10
minutes away," Covey said.
The visit revealed that Dylan
had Type 1 diabetes, a lifelong
condition in which the body does not
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Dylan Covey joins the USD baseball team for the 2011 season after decling an opportunity to play with the brewers because of his diabetes diagnosis

about it."
In the end it came down to
what Covey and those closest to
him thought was best in terms of

LL All of the coaches and training staff

w w

have been extremely helpful with helping
me figure out a program and the correct
way to manage diabetes.
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produce enough insulin to control
levels of blood sugar.
This unexpected development
meant he must choose between
signing his first professional contract
(which the Brewers had kept on the
table), learning to adjust to the life of
a pro ballplayer while dealing with
diabetes or managing the condition
as a student-athlete instead.
Not only was a decision
necessary, but it had to be made fast.
"The signing deadline was Aug.
16," Covey said. "It didn't really
give me a lot of time to sit and think

managing his health.
"My whole family helped
me with it, but it was ultimately
my decision and they would have
supported me either way," Covey
said.
Covey chose to sport the Torero
blue and white instead of the metallic
gold and navy of the Brewers .
A 6-foot-2, 200-pound righthanded pitcher from Pasadena,
Covey utilized his mid-90s fastball
and sharp-breaking curveball to shut
down opposing lineups, attracting
the attention of collegiate and big

league scouts in the process.
Covey went 7-1 with a 0.40
ERA and three saves as a senior at
Marantha High School en route
to earning Gatorade's California
Baseball Player of the Year.
Despite being pursued by a
number of colleges in his high school
career, Covey says USD was on his
mind as early as three years ago.
"USD came after me really
early," Covey said. "I think I was a
sophomore in high school and they
were showing the most interest out
of any other schools."
Not-so-athletic college students
across the country might dream of
having multi-figure contracts being
offered to them out of high school
and would never consider turning
that opportunity down.
Covey's
handling of the situation and the
media attention that has followed
is as impressive as his dominant
curveball. He says there has been no
looking back.
"The baseball program is one of
the best, and it has the best coaches

in the country," Covey said. "USD
baseball is different from any other
team I have played on. All of the
teammates are super easy to get
along with and it's not as segregated
as high school was with older guys
only hanging out with older guys."
And as for life as a student?
"I'm extremely happy at USD,"
Covey said. "It is a beautiful school
in a beautiful city with great weather.
The college life is interesting and I'm
still getting used to it. I'm not used to
having only a couple classes a day,
but so far it's been really fun... I'm
not regretting anything."
Despite being diagnosed over
five months ago, Covey says he is
still learning how to deal with the
day-to-day process of keeping his
body healthy and in playing shape.
Progress, however, is evident.
"I
have
definitely
been
improving since I was diagnosed.,"
Covey said. "I feel like if I had tried
to do some of the conditioning I have
done here [during] my senior year in
high school, I would not have been

The
San Diego
sports fan syndrome

By Tyler Wilson
Before my study abroad trip in De
cember, our professor announced that,
while in Madrid we would have the op
portunity to attend a Real Madrid soccer
game. I was ecstatic at the opportunity.
As an avid sports fan, I could not wait
to experience the atmosphere of a Eu
ropean soccer match. And it seemed as
though the entire class was full of ex
citement for this opportunity, as well. I
was wrong.
In Madrid, we ventured to the sta
dium to inquire about the ticket prices.
We were informed that the cheapest
tickets would be 60 Euros, which is
about 82 dollars. This "high" ticket price
was all it took to scare students away
like the plague was coming. Out of the
14 people on our trip, only two decided
to attend the game.
The students who could not af
ford it understandably declined. But to
the people who could afford to go to the
game, there was no excuse for not at
tending. These people decided to have
dinner and dance at a night club instead.
In their defense, Madrid does have some
of the world's most vivacious nightlife.
But what's more famous? One of
Madrid's "discotecas" or Cristiano Ronaldo? Ronaldo is analogous to Lebron
James. Even if you don't watch sports
in America, you more than likely have
heard of James. The same goes for Ron
aldo. If you live in Europe, you probably
have heard of him.
Ronaldo, arguably the most famous
soccer player in the world, still could not
entice these residents of Southern Cali
fornia to attend. Sound familiar, ardent
San Diego sports fans?
This familiarity I am referring to is

one of consistency of local support for
San Diego sports. This has forced me to
come to the realization that culture re
ally impacts athletic support in America.
Even when the Padres were in first
place for the majority of the season last
year, fans did not show up to support
their team. I distinctly recall watching
Sportscenter last fall and hearing anchor
Neil Everett comment on the lack of at
tendance at Padres games.
The beaches of San Diego are ob
viously too much for the locals to juggle
to with becoming fully committed to
their regional sports teams. This San Di
ego "syndrome" was at full force even
in front of the Atletico Madrid stadium
5,800 miles away.
Lack of fan support in San Diego
is a huge problem and could become
even worse, on both the collegiate and
professional level, if something is not
drastically changed.
The USD men's basketball team
has taken a deep plunge this season and
probably will not receive the support it
needs to succeed. But the cause of this
plunge cannot fully be placed on the
shoulders of Bill Grier and the play
ers. The lack of student support in the
past three years, even after the Toreros'
breakthrough in the NCAA tournament,
has been just as much of a hindrance.
The same reason, only from a
business standpoint, might just force
the Chargers out of San Diego. A lack
of marketing support from the local San
Diego area might force the Chargers to
move to Los Angeles.
San Diego is paradise to many peo
ple, but to a passionate sports enthusiast
like myself, it can be lacking in excite
ment. Madrid has just as much vibrancy
as San Diego in relation to its nightlife
and social scene, but the athletic cultures
of the two cities differ extensively. Even
with all the distractions of the world fa
mous Madrid nightlife, 60,000 people
show up for a soccer game with more
fervor than you could imagine. In San
Diego, many things take precedent over
sports. This drastic change is not going
to happen until the culture of San Diego
changes, which is not going to be easy.

able to finish it. I feel like my pitching
stamina has improved as well and my
velocity is right where it should be at
this point."
As for some of the adjustments
Covey is making in terms of staying
healthy and keeping his pitching at
the highest level, he says it is a work
in progress.
"That is something that me and
the coaches are still trying to figure
out," Covey said. "Once we find
something that works for me, we'll
stick to it. All of the coaches and
training staff have been extremely
helpful with helping me figure out
a program and the correct way to
manage diabetes."
His skill on the mound is
uncommon,
but
Covey
relies
on his family for support and
encouragement.
"Of course my parents have
been the main factors in supporting
me here," Covey said. They only
live a couple hours away and always
e-mail me asking if I need anything
or if they can help in some way."
With opening day just a
few weeks away, the Toreros are
expecting yet another strong season.
Collegiate Baseball magazine has
USD ranked No. 28 in the nation in
their preseason poll.
Expectations seem to get higher
every year for this team, which has
all but run the WCC over the past
decade. Speaking of expectations,
Covey does not shy away from
mentioning his own, both personally
and for this team.
"Obviously our goal as a team is
to get to Omaha and win it," Covey
said." For me, I want to learn how to
master the preparation process of pregame meals, and everything I need to
do to keep my sugar levels at an even
level throughout the day."
When asked about his long-term
goals, Covey's response is short and
sweet:
"Win the College World Series
three times, get drafted and play in
the big leagues for a long time."
Now, that is something Torero
fans and Covey supporters would all
love to see.
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PROFILE
*

Class:
Freshman
* Hometown:
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• Height / Weight:
6-2/200

* Position:
RHP
* Experience:
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• B/T:
R/R
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Dylan Covey's extraordinary high school play has earned him a spot on what is arguably the WCC's best team
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Toreros still searching for first WCC victory
By Dane Cummaro

Matt Dorr walked into the locker
room with a look of messianic de
termination on his face. He had just
drilled a three-point shot to pull the To
reros within 10 before the half against
the Portland Pilots. This would be the
first of USD's two-game road trip, fin
ishing up Saturday against hated rival
Gonzaga.
But, alas, it would take more
than determination to overcome Luke
Sikma and company on Thursday
night.
While the Toreros fought hard in
the first half, Dorr's three-point buzz
er -beater did little to motivate them
team for a second-half surge. Portland
won going away 79-64, with USD
making no effort to challenge the Pi
lots in the second half.
USD was able to stay competi
tive in the first half with a steady diet
of center Chris Gabriel. The redshirt
sophomore not only led USD in scor

ing with 13 points, but has emerged
as the long awaited low post scorer
coach Grier has so desperately need
ed. When, and the operative word is
when, not if, Gabriel learns to over
power his appoints and tidy up his
footwork, he alone might be enough
to refuel a Torero offense that often
looks as though they are running on
fumes in the second half.
"Chris gives us an inside pres
ence that we need, plus he plays with
an emotion and isn't afraid to mix it
up," coach Grier said. He is starting to
provide us a low post presence which
is why we've gone into him more."
Despite Gabriel's consistent ef
fort, Luke Sikma was too much for
whomever coach Grier threw at him.
Sikma, the son of NBA legend Jack
Sikma, is such a difficult cover be
cause he is too quick for traditional
centers, but too big and strong for tra
ditional forwards.
He went for 13 points and 11
rebounds against USD and is unques
tionably the straw that stirs the drink
for Portland. His inside presence
opened up the Pilots' outside shooting

much the way a good running back
can open up the passing game for
his quarterback, and when the Pilot
guards got in the act, it was curtains
for the Toreros.
With a tough loss freshly un
der their belt, USD visited Spokane,
Wash. , to tackle coach Grier's former
team, Gonzaga. It is the type of game
that is impossibly motivating for play
ers. No matter the stakes, no matter
how tough the season has been, this
game matters. But, with that type of
palpable energy comes pressure.
"There isn't a tougher place to
play in the league and it is one of the
toughest in the country," coach Grier
said. "Their students do an amazing
job of creating a tough environment
for the visitors."
Gonzaga quickly showed the
Toreros why they have been the gold
standard in WCC basketball for so
long. Gonzaga was propelled by a
stellar defense effort, holding USD to
just 35.4 percent shooting.
The 'Zags came out strong early
on and jumped to a 40-22 halftime
lead, and they never relented, as they

downed the Toreros (4-18,0-7 WCC)
86-53.
Gonzaga was led by backup cen
ter Sam Dower who scored a season
-high 27 points. Public enemy number
one, Steven Gray, wasn't shabby ei
ther, adding 12 points and four assists.
With rangy athletes like Elias
Harris, Robert Sacre and Gray, Gon
zaga was able to limit the effective
ness of Darian Norris and Gabriel,
USD's best one-two scoring punch, to
just 10 points total.
Devin Ginty, who has quietly
been USD's most consistent player
this season, was the lone breakout ef
fort, leading the team in scoring with
20 points. He shot a splashy 5-for-6
from the field and 3-for-4 from three
point range.
In both games, it sort of felt like
the same story, simply a different
chapter. Coach Grier's gang looked
focused to start both games and disap
peared as the games progressed.
Furthermore, in spite of stretches
of remarkable man-to-man defense,
USD has failed to create consistent
offense. A combination of 39.6 per

cent and 35.4 percent shooting, sim
ply cannot sustain victories.
"Confidence is a big part of any
sport and I believe 90 percent of bas
ketball is played from the neck up,"
coach Grier said. "Losing four games
at home in the last two minutes has
hurt this team's confidence down the
stretch."
Tonight at 7 p.m., coach Gri
er will return home and attempt to
achieve the ever allusive first WCC
win of the year, as the Toreros will
match up with Loyola Marymount at
the Jenny Craig Pavilion.
Maybe a little home cooking
could be the remedy Grier is look
ing for. But, more likely, offensive
improvement will be needed if USD
wants to turn it around.
Perhaps a lack of execution has
led to a period of offensive dormancy.
"We just need to put the ball
in the basket," coach Grier said. "It
sounds simplistic, but that is our big
gest struggle right now. As my former
boss and mentor Dan Fitzgerald used
to say, 'good surgery, but the patient
died'."

Top 10 Super Bowl storylines
From uBig Ben" to Fergie, this Super Bowl has it all
By Chris Hanneke and
Morgan Payne

1. Ben Roethlisberger's path to re
demption
The story that will be played over
and over will involve Ben Roethlisberg
er's path to redemption after his mul
tiple transgressions off of the field. This
is a shame because, to start, whether or
not he wins, Roethlisberger will always
remain a scumbag.
The real travesty, however, is that
in constantly perpetuating this storyline,
the media are overlooking what should
be the biggest story of all. That is, if Ro
ethlisberger can win, he not only enters
the Tom Brady discussion, by all ac
counts, he surpasses Brady as the best
quarterback in football.
His stats will never be flashier
than Brady's, Peyton Manning's or
even Philip Rivers', but three Super
Bowls in six years is on the Brady/Joe
Montana level of greatness. On top of
that, he doesn't have an on-the-field
scandal like Brady's Spygate (whether
you think it is legitimate or not, Brady's
playoffs numbers simply aren't the
same post-Spygate) to diminish his in
credible postseason record, which may
be the best-kept secret in football.
Roethlisberger is never included
in the elite quarterbacks discussion, but
he will only be 29 at the start of next
season and could have three rings. If
Drew Brees generated that much buzz
after winning his first last year, where
does that put Roethlisberger? Consider
that his best receiver is only 24, and he
is playing behind an offensive line that
has had more injuries than just about
any line in football. A win in Super
Bowl XLV definitely puts Roethlisberg
er in the discussion of all-time greats,
and nothing he has done off of the field
can diminish that.

2. Aaron Rodgers' ascension to the
upper echelon of quarterbacks
On the other end is Aaron Rodg
ers, who had made Green Bay forget
all about Brett Favre faster than anyone
could have anticipated. Since football
fans love to put a bunch of stock in Su
per Bowl wins (see above), a win by
Rodgers makes him, more than likely,
the best quarterback in football, and on
top of that, he becomes the quarterback
that, more than any other in the game,
you want leading your team for the next
five to 10 years.
To top it all off, he comes across
as probably the most likable player in
all of football. He is the anti-Ben Roeth
lisberger. Much like Philip Rivers, he is
content to go to war on Sunday and fade
out of everyone's consciousness the rest
of the week; the NFL's version of Kevin
Durant. The stakes are high for Rodg
ers, but if he steps up to the challenge,
get used to seeing his face a lot more.
3. Two top fan bases converging on

Dallas

We hate people who complain
about bandwagon fans. Now, posting a
Facebook status cheering for a certain
team means that you must spend the
next 36 replies defending your knowl
edge of the team you are cheering for.
Who cares? Root for whoever you
want, you don't need to defend yourself.
It's sports, we all have to start liking a
team at some point. How else could we
choose our favorite WNBA team?
Having said that, it is interesting
to note that the teams that dominated

the '70s and '80s, the Packers and Steelers, respectively, have the biggest fan
bases in all of football. But these fans
jumped on those bandwagons 20 to 30
years ago, so by now they are some of
the most passionate fans in the game.
Great crowds make sports that
much more entertaining. If you want
proof of the opposite, go to a USD bas
ketball game and see how much a bad
crowd can kill the atmosphere. But
when you get a group of fans that genu
inely care about their team and under
stand the nuances that go into being a
great crowd (Hint: it is not yelling "bull
shit" every time a call goes against you),
it has the power to elevate the game to
new heights.
Championships, the Super Bowl
in particular, are so great because of
the fans' ultimate vested interest in the
outcome of the game. No two faithful
followers are more knowledgeable or
enthusiastic. What else can you do in
western Pennsylvania or a place known
as the "Frozen Tundra" in the middle
of winter? They have no choice but to
throw themselves into their teams. Most
San Diegans would agree the city is su
perior to those in the upper Midwest,
but perhaps the rabid fan bases bome
from the grips of cold weather are part
of the reason the Steelers and Packers
will never leave their cities while San
Diego is struggling to keep the Chargers
from bolting to Los Angeles.
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4. Dallas extravaganza
Not only will there be a lot of pas
sionate fans, there will also be more
than have ever watched a Super Bowl
before. The cathedral in Dallas will be
holding more than 100,000 fans on Sun
day, and unlike Super Bowls in the past,
the stadium itself will likely be the high
light of the weekend (as opposed to the
host city).
All accounts seem to praise just
how incredible Jerry Jones' palace is
for watching a football game, so for the
biggest game of all to played in the big
gest stadium of all, well, it just seems
fitting. The atmosphere at the stadium
may be greater than any Super Bowl in
the past.
Maybe it's the old adage that "ev
erything is bigger in Texas," or perhaps
it is Jones' inflated ego, but the prices
for The Big Game are even higher than
the previously astronomical values for
tickets in years past. When people are
actually willing to pay $200 to sit out
side the stadium to watch a game, it's an
indication of the excitement this game
and city can provide.

5. Joe Buck and Troy Aikman's at
tempt to make the Dallas extravagan
za as boring as possible
Attempting to put a damper on this
excitement will be Joe Buck and Troy
Aikman. If you doubt their ability to
undermine great football, Google "Joe
Buck David Tyree Super Bowl XLII,"
and weep.
The good news is that Buck seems
to actually be taking the slew of Inter
net criticism to heart. His call on the
DeSean Jackson punt return during the
Eagles" infamous Week 15 comeback
win over the Giants was actually a re
spectable job of broadcasting. If Buck
can do what he has failed to do for the
majority of his career and actually rise
to the occasion and match the buzz that
is sure to be taking place inside of the
stadium, this has the potential to be just
as exciting for the fans at home as it
does for those at the game.

6. Steelers entering dynasty discus

SUPER BOWL

sion
When the Patriots won their third
Super Bowl in four years in 2005, all
of the talk centered on the dynasty that
they had become. Well, three Super
Bowls in six years also deserves that
type of recognition, especially since the
Steelers will have done it without vid
eotaping practices ahead of time (Settle
down Patriots fans. If you think Ty Law
was capable of sitting on every route
without prior knowledge of what was
being run, and the "Greatest Show on
Turf" could be shut down that easily,
you are delusional.)
The Steelers are one of the most
well-run franchises in all of sports.
They stuck with Roethlisberger in a
time when most other franchises would
have just given up. A third ring would
more than justify that decision.
The Steelers don't have the enig
matic head coach or the pretty boy quar
terback, but what they lack in mystique
they make up for in grit. The team really
does emulate the city and that is why
there is not more buzz about a Steel
ers dynasty. Either way they have to be
considered a modern day dynasty and,

quite probably, the top franchise in NFL
history.

7. Clay Matthews' Rock n Roll Locks
vs. Troy Polamalu's Samoan Shag
And now, because this is a top 10
list and there are only six genuinely in
triguing ones that have to do with the
game itself, we enter into the absurd
ideas.
Troy Polamalu's hair is insured for
$1 million. Clay Matthew's hair isn't as
easy to marvel at as his neck muscles,
but he is such a terrifying athlete that
to see his flowing hair in HD while he
sacks Roethlisberger (which shouldn't
be top hard, because, again, the Steelers
have issues on the offensive line) could
potentially be even more exciting than
watching the Polamalu shag bounce up
and down as he dives from five yards
away to make an improbable tackle.
We're glad we're here. It's just come to
our attention that Rick Reilly mentioned
this exact storyline in his column this
week. It's suddenly not all that funny
anymore.

8. Christina Aguilera to sing National

V

Anthem
Yeah, we don't care either. But it's
a Top 10 and we're struggling for ideas.

9. Fergie's voice at halftime
The Black Eyed Peas opened for
U2 once when Associate Editor Chris
Hanneke was at the concert. Fergie's
voice was so terrible that he considered
not even staying for U2 because his ears
felt like they had been vomited in. So,
the halftime show could reach historical
levels of awfulness.

10. Everything else
Our favorite teams aren't in this
Super Bowl. We don't really care who
wins. But it's the freaking Super Bowl.
The best part is seeing which celebrities
weaseled their way into the game and
where they sit in relation to other more
famous, talented celebrities. There are
also the insane available bets to place on
everything from which player fumbles
first to which team wins the coin toss.
On top of that, everyone knows there
will be at least three or four memorable
commercials. This is the single greatest
sporting event there is.
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Senior guard Sam Child dribbles around a Bulldog defender in their 70-49 loss to Gonzaga last Saturday.
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Junior guard Dominique Conners attempts a lay-up against the Bulldogs.

Women's basketball continues WCC woes
By Joseph Shoen
A strong performance in the nonconference portion of their schedule
put the USD women's basketball team
in position to make a serious run at the
postseason. After completing the first
half of league play, the Toreros have had
their eyes opened to one glaring fact:
The rest of the WCC is pretty good, too.
"The WCC is an amazing confer
ence," junior guard Dominique Con
ners said after USD dropped two home
games over the weekend to fall to 1-6
in league play. "Each team knows pretty
much everything about each other."
The Toreros' two opponents this
past weekend, Portland and Gonzaga,
showed they knew enough about USD
to notch well-earned road victories at
the Jenny Craig Pavilion. The Pilots,
at the time sitting just a game ahead of
USD in the standings, arrived first in

San Diego on Thursday night looking to
get back to .500 in conference.
The two teams entered the con
test very even on paper, and that is ex
actly how the game panned out. USD
stormed out with the first five points of
the game, but the Pilots quickly came
back and used a scoring spurt of their
own to tie it up at 11-11 six minutes into
the game. A Natalie Day lay-up gave
Portland its biggest lead of the half at
26-19 with 6:25 remaining before inter
mission. The Toreros continued to chip
away, but a three by Portland guard Tara
Cronin sent the Pilots into the break
with a 34-30 advantage.
Coming out of the locker room,
USD quickly erased the deficit as Con
ners put in a jumper to knot the score
at 34-34 one minute into the second
half. The teams would continue to go
back and forth until a 9-3 run by the
Toreros put them up six with under 12
minutes to play. Cronin capped a string

A day at
Torrey Pines

By Chris Hanneke
After 21 years of only seeing it
done on TV and never experiencing it
firsthand, I finally popped my cherry.
My PGA Tour cherry, that is.
Golf is one of those sports that
I never properly appreciated until the
past few years. It was one of those
things my dad turned on on Sundays
and I took that as my cue to go upstairs
and play Madden.
But then I started trying to play.
It's the most frustrating game on earth
because it looks like it should be easy.
I can watch a basketball game and
know that I will simply never be able
to dunk, just as I can watch a football
game and know that I will never be able
to throw the ball 60 yards and hit the
receiver perfectly in stride.
But with golf, I watch these guys
hit the ball and think: why can't I hit it
like that?
Since I quickly realized I couldn't
hit it like that, I gained a much greater
appreciation for what these guys do on
a weekly basis. And to see them first
hand was even more awe-inspiring than
I anticipated.
To start, the Tiger Woods' scandal
is as good as over in my book. I'm sure
the raging feminists still hold a grudge
against the guy, and they are probably
justified in doing so. But for me, I'm
over it, and it seemed like most people
there were over it as well.
I got there with my buddy J.J. and
his dad and we set up right by the green
on the second hole. Front row. It wasn't
very crowded at first. Then, all of a sud
den, a crowd began to build all around
us, and that's how we knew Woods was
coming.
That's the mystique that still sur
rounds Tiger Woods. Sure, there's the

random joke overheard in the crowd
with the obvious sex addiction punch
line. B ut for every guy making that joke,
there are 50 more simply awestruck by
the way Woods carries himself. He's
been doing this for so long that there is
no way these crowds phase him. Throw
in the fact that crowd control is 1,000
times stricter at a golf tournament than
any other sporting event, and the path
back to greatness is paved for Woods.
Call me a bandwagon, unappreciative golf fan, but that is awesome
news, because it is impossible to imag
ine the event without him. And those
that claim the sport doesn't need Woods
are more ignorant than those that claim
Kobe Bryant is the greatest crunch time
player in basketball (weekly stab at
Kobe, Check).
Notice the players aren't the ones
saying this. They know how much
Woods has done for the sport. Winnings
have gone up all across the board, and
I have to believe the enormous crowds
wouldn't have been the same without
Woods' participation.
After he.sunk his bogey putt on
the second hole, he walked right past
me. on his way to the third tee box. It
was one of those moments that you pre
tend shouldn't affect you as much as it
would if you were four years old, but
it still does. It was the first time I can
remember being that starstruck by an
athlete since before I was a teenager.
Needless to say, the entire expe
rience far exceeded my expectations. I
saw more incredible shots in one round
then I could ever hope to make on my
own in my entire life. I spent the next
day sitting on the couch and watching
the final round, appreciating the sport
that much more.
Still, no matter how much great
golf the rest of the field provided, this
is still Woods' sport for as long as he
wants it. The crowds will still be big
gest wherever he is on the course. Noth
ing that has happened over the last year
and half will ever stop that.
But a day will eventually come,
hopefully a long way down the road,
when Woods is no longer a part of the
game. At that point, it will take another
trip to the course to show me every
thing else that golf has to offer.

of six straight Portland points with an
other clutch basket, and USD's lead was
erased yet again.
The contest remained even until
Pilots' reserve Amy Pupa scored her
only points of the contest on two freethrows to make the score 56-54 with
just over two minutes left. Morgan
Woodrow missed a close shot on the
following possession, and Portland was
able to pull away in the closing seconds
to defeat the Toreros, 65-60.
Senior forward Sam Child led
USD with 22 points and five rebounds,
while Conners poured in 13. Day had
a game-high 24 points for Portland and
Cronin finished with 14 with the help of
four three-pointers.
Sitting at a perfect 6-0 conference
record, Gonzaga showed up for their
Saturday afternoon tilt with the Tore
ros not quite as humbled by the rest of
the league as USD was. Unfortunately,
the Toreros were not able to do much

to change the Bulldogs mindset as they
fell 70-49.
Despite being outmanned by the
perennial league powerhouse, the scrap
py Toreros did manage to keep things
interesting for a majority of the contest.
After trailing 37-27 at half, USD closed
the lead to two at 39-37 on a jumper
by freshman guard Amy Kame with
13:12 remaining. Following a defensive
stop, Kame might have been riding the
wave of momentum a little too fast as
she turned the ball over on USD's next
possession. The Bulldogs immediately
capitalized with a 6-0 run that pushed
the margin back up to eight with nine
minutes left.
Down just seven with 6:53 re
maining, the fans in attendance were
hopeful that the Toreros had one last run
in them to pull off the upset. However,
it was Gonzaga who put it into high gear
down the stretch, outscoring USD 16-3
in the game's final minutes to drop the

Toreros' record to 11-9 overall.
For the Bulldogs, guard Katelan
Redmon had a game-high 20 points to
go along with six rebounds, and Court
ney Vandersloot had a double-double
with 12 points and 14 assists. Conners
continued to play well and was USD's
leader with 13 points - a stat that she
would have been a lot more pleased
with if it had come with a victory.
"We went into the game preparing
to battle with them and win," Conners
said. "We know what we need to do in
order to beat these teams and we know
that it will take courage, commitment
and fight."
Knowing what needs to be done to
win conference games and actually ac
complish those goals has proven to be
the main obstacle for Conners and her
team. An optimist would point out that
USD has at least one more chance at
each of their league opponents.
Right now, a pessimist would too.

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Senior forward Emily Hatch drives to the basket in Saturday's loss to Gonzaga.
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"Whoever said, 'It's not whether you win or lose that
countsprobably lost."
- MARTINA NARATILOVA
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Presenting the 2011 Alpha Delta Pledge Class
Lauren Alders. Taylor Bennett. Olivia Berkowitz. Kelsie Bishop. Brooke Boone. Steffi Bortenschlager. Ana Boyadjian. Meagan Bradford. Audrey Bullwinkel.
Jacqueline Burks. Cate Cajka. Clara Chrisco. Aubrey Closson. Cassidy Corcoran. Meg Crampton. Natasha Dale. Andrea Davis. Madey Dickson. Katie Douma.
Kimberly Fazio. Julianna Frasher. Erika Gasior. Cierra Grenon. Dene Grenon. Laura Gruninger. Claire Hansen. Ranitea Harispuru. Shelby Kroeger. Marlie Long.
Cindy LoPresti. Kelsie Mackie. Natasha Mahapatro. Brittany Miller. Ashley Mitchell. Karly Ogden. Emma O'Leary. Sara Owens. Frankie Panullo. Maddy Roide
Teagan Seman. Melanie Sitzer. Sarah Sizemore. Lauren Sisoian. Anchal Sud. Julia Sutton. Molly Sutton. Natalie Tran. Beamer Williams.

Gamma Phi Beta is so pleased to welcome 48 new women into the sisterhood.
We are looking forward to spending an amazing semester full of philanthropic service
high scholastic achievement, sisterhood activities, and exciting social events.
//U

www.usdgammaphibeta.com

AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Vanesa Giselle Hernaiz, M.A.P.S
Bible Teacher and Social Conference Speaker
La Puente, California

LESSON LEARNED: What God has destined to be will come to pass, regardless of your circumstances and limitations.
MY STORY: I left my home country of Argentina to come to a different land with a very different culture. I planned to
stay in America for two years, and then return home. But God had other plans.
To learn more about Vanesa's inspiring story and explore APU's graduate theology programs:
JQJQ3U www.apu.edu/mystory/vanesah

(626) 815-4565
agilbert@apu.edu

!

Afljk

AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y
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SPORTS

HOT OR NOT

SPORTS SHORTS
Men's Basketball to face Loyola
Marymount at 7 p.m. tonight
•
•
•

r\

The Toreros (4-18, 0-7 WCC) will try and get their first conference win
ofthe season.
Guard Darian Norris leads the team in scoring this season, averaging
10.9 points per game and 12.1 points per game in WCC play.
Forward Chris Manresa leads the team in rebounding with 4.5 per game.
WCC play.

Women's basketball ventures to LA to
battle LMU tonight at 7.pm.
•
•

Dominique Conners leads the Toreros (11-10, 1-6 WCC) in scoring
with 14.7 points per game.
Emily Hatch leads the women in rebounding with 10.0 per game.

Men's tennis battles No.2 USC tomor
row in LA
•
•
•

- Pro Bowl

- Restaurant Week

- School week

- Beach weather

-Winter bodies

- Hank Moody

- Riduclous plot lines

- "The King's Speech"

- Sacramento Kings

- Intersession abroad

- Spring parking

UltraTix

The team is 1-1 so far in the spring season.
The Toreros are coming off a 7-0 onslaught of South Carolina Upstate.
They will face No. 61 UC Santa Barbara on Saturday at 1 p.m. in Santa
Barbara.

Women's tennis looks to bounce back
against the Washington Huskies
•

- Super Bowl

- CoachellaTix

- Ron Swanson

- Ron Artest

- "Words I Never Said"

- Colin Cowherd
- Everything else about SNL

Zuckerberg on SNL

- Charlie Sheen's demise

- Blake Griffin's rise

The women will face the University of Washington Huskies on Sun
day at 10 a.m. after going 1-2 to begin the spring season.

No. 28 Torero baseball begins practice
for upcoming season
•
•
•

The USD men begin the road to Omaha against Vanderbilt on Friday,
February 18 at Cunningham Stadium.
The Toreros will be looking to defend their WCC championship from
last season.
USD will look to utilize their No. 2 nationally ranked recruiting class
to make it back to their fifth NCAA tournament in six years.
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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

RESEARCH GRANT FUNDING
APPLY ONLINE: www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents/academics
Fill out Part I & Part I I . NO LATE Proposals will be accepted.

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY IS, 2011 5:OOPM
For more info, contact: Abe, usdacademicsC^maiI.com

